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At the beginning of term we welcomed the following staff to the school.
Miss Baxter
Miss Baxter joins us from Leventhorpe Academy as an experienced Mathematics
teacher.
Mrs Stringer
Mrs Stringer joins us from The Manor at Cambridge as an experienced teacher of
English.
Mrs Blyth
Mrs Blyth joins us from Hertfordshire and Essex School as an experienced Drama
Teacher and will be teaching in Drama whilst Mrs Hall is on Maternity Leave.
Mr Bryant
Mr Bryant joins us this term and will be teaching in Geography.
We wish all our new colleagues well as they embark on this new stage in their
careers.

School Website
This has lots of key information about many aspects of school life. We would
encourage all parents and carers to use our website regularly to keep up to date
with all that is happening at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form.
We also have school Facebook and Twitter feeds for keeping up to date with
information. These can be easily reached from our homepage or via the
appropriate apps on smartphones.
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In Brief...
Here are a few diary items to note,
for a full list of diary events please
visit the online school calendar at
http://notleyhigh.com/schoolcalendar
Wednesday 30 Jan - Information
Meeting for Parents/Carers of
Students attending the Football Trip
to Portugal 6pm - 7pm
Thursday 31 Jan - KS4 Courses
Evening 6pm - 8.30pm
Wednesday 6 February - Onatti
Theatre Company Play ‘Les Filles’
for Years 7 - 13 students 3.45pm 4.45pm
Thursday 7 Feb - Year 13 Parents’/
Carers’ Consultation Evening 5pm
- 8pm
Wednesday 13 Feb - FONHS
Meeting 7pm - 9pm

100 Club WInners
The FONHS 100 club winner in
December was Mrs L Topp and
January’s winner was Mrs K Adams.

Contact the Newsletter
If you have a piece of news you
would like to be included in the
School Newsletter, you can email it
directly to the editor at:

lisa.perkins@notleyhigh.com
The deadline for submission is the
Friday prior to publication.

The Parent Portal has been updated. We are trying to give parents/carers a greater insight into
student performance and to provide more live information. The Portal now includes information
about attendance, progress updates and reports, rewards and behaviour comments from staff,
home learning information along with a host of other information.
Simply select the Parent Portal icon on the home page of the school website and follow the
instructions. If you have mislaid your username or password please email itsupport@notleyhigh.
com to request your details.

Home Learning for Year 7 and 8 Students
We are also currently piloting adding details of home learning tasks to our Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) for
students in these two year groups. When students log on to the VLE they can see details of home learning tasks.
Parents/carers can also see when home learning tasks have been set on the Parent Portal.
If you have any queries about any of these issues please do not hesitate to contact the school. Please contact our IT
Network Team by emailing them at itsupport@notleyhigh.com
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Parent Portal

We are delighted with the number of applicants to the Sixth
Form for the 2013 intake. Counselling meetings are already
well under way for Notley Year 11 students and these will
continue throughout January and February.
Offers will be made to students by email on Thursday
28 February, along with details regarding induction and
enrolment.

Head Boy and Head Girl Report

Student Achievement

We hope that you
all had a happy
New Year and for
the students, we
hope that this is the
time that they can
start with a fresh
and productive
attitude to their
studies. This year
is a very important
year for Year 11
as it’s time for us
to study at our best
in order to prepare well for our upcoming exams, which
will decide our future. Year 9s are just starting to prepare
to choose their GCSE options, so to them we wish them the
best of luck and to choose wisely; after all, you will have to
work very hard no matter the subject to gain the best grades
you can.

Lori Heather 11S
has received her
black belt from her
6th Dan Instructor
Mr Slater. Lori has
been attending
Tae Kwon Do since
September 2007.
She joined as a
form of fitness and
also to boost her
confidence and
stamina. Tae Kwon
Do is a Korean
Martial Art and
means Tae (of
hand) Kwondo (and
foot). It involves
many disciplines
including selfdefence, sparring and learning patterns (which are a series
of moves). It is a very disciplined sport, similar to the Tae
Kwon Do we saw at the Olympics, but a different variety as
they only spar with their feet and they use hands as well.  
Lori is an absolute inspiration attaining this belt as it takes
a lot of hard work and dedication.

Within the first week of returning from their holidays, Year
11 had to undergo a special English Intervention Day,
learning new skills ready for the controlled assessment that
they then sat at the end of the day. For some it will be the
decider of if they would achieve past the grade boundary
that they originally had. Once again we wish you luck on
the results.
The Year 11s also had to look forward to their year group
and tutor group photographs ready for the yearbook.
These photographs will be something to definitely treasure
for the years to come as they hold precious memories from
their time at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form.

Tae Kwon Do is based around 5 disciplines which
are courtesy, integrity, perseverance, self-control and
indomitable spirit, which Lori shows in great detail.
Braintree Tae Kwon Do meet on Tuesdays at 7.30pm and
Thursday at 7.15pm.

Omar Ally and Kirsty Ayre
Head Boy and Head Girl
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Creative Writing Group
After a term of practising
different writing techniques the
creative writing group are about
to embark on making their own
book of short stories. They plan
to write all of the stories and
then also design the book cover
and the book layout, combining
the skills of writer and publisher,
in the hope of producing a
product that they can feel proud
of.

I started life as a bean in a pot and was in a microwave
being heated up and was going to be eaten! There was
a beep and everything went quiet, the microwave door
creaked open and we were taken out for the first time we
saw the outer world (well, to us, the outer world) a big fat
chunky wooden spoon entered our tin and scooped us all
out and plopped us onto a big round plate!
Jamie Davy 7B

The Notley Blogger

The project will help to combine
a range of writing skills that
they have been practising such
as: developing description, the senses, poetry, describing
characters, developing their own plot, building tension and
describing settings.
Students will also be competing to win best short story, best
poem and the best design for the book’s cover.
Creative writing group meets each Thursday lunchtime in
G22 and is open to all Key Stage 3 students.
Mrs Ross
Extracts from students’ writing:
The Man At The End Of The Doorway
James stared at the black, haunting door. The tiny keyhole
whispered to him. “Come,” it said in a cold voice. Slowly,
he pushed the key into the door. “Come,” he heard. An icy
cold wind came from behind. The wood on the door flaked
away like the last of autumn’s leaves. He stared at it. In
return, a painting of a man began to fade out of the door.
Whispering broke into his head. James’ stomach lurched.
It’s eyes were mauled and grounded like chewed green
grapes. It’s skin was paper white. A long, bleeding smile
was cut from his frosty eyes to his blood, drenched lips.
Jodh Basra 7L
Being eaten isn’t fun as you eat us all the time - stupid
humans! I don’t want to be scoffed down and nobody else
does as well. It is not nice and must be painful but now we
have gone through, then I can begin.

Last term, www.notleyblogger.com was launched with
students in KS4. Students have been invited to write blogs
on any topic that interests them. Current blog topics range
from ‘What came first, the chicken or the egg?’ and ‘Why
you don’t need a boyfriend to feel good about yourself’.
The website has now been combined with the successful
Year 8 blog so that KS3 students can also contribute to the
website.
If any students are interested and would like to write a blog
for the site, please email Mrs Lane to ask for a username
and password or send in your blog entries for submission. If
you’re stuck for ideas, why not try one of these:
•
•
•

Why Shakespeare is still relevant today.
The rise of social networking sites and their impact
on everyday life.
The representation of men/women in the mass
media.

Young Shakespeare Company to Perform ‘Macbeth’
We are delighted that the Young Shakespeare Company will be visiting Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form on
26 March to deliver a performance workshop of ‘Macbeth’ to all Year 10 students. The study of a Shakespeare play is a
compulsory part of the curriculum for Key Stage 4 students, and we hope that the
workshop will give a lively and entertaining introduction to the play to Year 10. The
performance and workshop will take place during the school day, and will focus
on a range
of different
interpretations
of key scenes,
encouraging
students to think
about how they
might direct and
stage the play.
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Extra Curricular Activities and Clubs - Spring Term 2013
Clubs running on a WEDNESDAY after school will run from 3.15pm- 4.20pm. Late buses will be provided
leaving at 4.30pm. Please see school website for bus routes.
CLUB

VENUE

STAFF

G12 Miss Payne and Miss Pilling’s group
G10 Mrs Monro’s group

Miss Payne
Mrs Monro

Computer Club (Nintendo, Wii Sport/Fit &
Games, homework)

G29
3.15pm- 5pm

Mrs Haight

Drama Club Yrs 7 & 8

Drama Studio

Miss Auston

Drama Club Able and Talented

Drama Studio

Miss Auston

Mandarin and Chinese Culture
Enrichment Club

F2

Miss Stoneley

Art Club (GCSE coursework catch up)

Science Club

G26

Mr Vosper

T6

Miss Cobb

Tech Dept

Mrs Smith

PE Clubs

Various

See Separate List

Music Clubs

Various

See Separate List

Spanish Asset Languages
Technology GCSE Coursework support

Extra-Curricular Clubs and Activities - Spring Term 2013
CLUB
Computer Club, Nintendo, Wii
Sport/Fit & Games, homework

DAY

VENUE

STAFF

Monday-Thursday after school

G29
3.15- 5pm

Mrs Haight

Every lunch time

IT3 IT4

Mr Burgess

Monday Lunch, please bring a
cube if you have one

G45

Mrs Forster

Wednesday Lunch

G29

Mr Hardwick

Wednesday lunch week B

English Dept

Mrs Tadman

Thursday lunch week B

English Dept

Mrs Ross

Thursday lunch

G6

Mr Burge, Miss Bonny

Thursday After School

F2

Miss Stoneley

Friday Lunch

F7

Miss Fouche, Miss Short

Tuesday after school

Drama Studio

Miss Auston

ICT Homework Club
Rubik’s Cube Club
Amnesty International
Book Club Yrs 7 & 8
Creative Writing Club
D of E Drop In
French Asset Languages
Christian Union
Drama, Mysteria Production
Dance Clubs
Yr 9 Performing Group

Monday Lunch

Dance Studio

Miss Auston

Yr 7 Performing Group

Tuesday Lunch

Dance Studio

Miss Auston

Yr 8 Performing Group

Wednesday Lunch

Dance Studio

Miss Auston

Yr 10 Performing Group

Thursday Lunch

Dance Studio

Miss Auston

Yr 11 Performing Group

Friday Lunch

Dance Studio

Miss Auston

Extra-Curricular Activities - Music Department - Spring Term 2013
Monday

BVG (G2) Year 7 & 8 Boys

Mrs Hanna

Tuesday

Wind Band (G2)

Mrs Hanna

Wednesday

African Drummers (G2) (10.45-11.15)

Mr Timms

Choir: Years 7-9 (G3)

Mr Harris

Jazz Band (G2)

Mrs Robb

Year 8 Vocal Groups

Mrs Hanna/Mrs Robb

Senior Choir: Years 9-13

Mr Harris/Mrs Hanna

Flute Ensemble (G2)

Mrs Robb

Ukulele Club (G3)

Mr Harris

Thursday
Friday

All rehearsals start at 1.40pm and start from 14 January. New members are always welcome. Please see members of
staff for more details.
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PE Clubs – January – March 2013
Monday
Lunchtime

Tuesday
Lunchtime

Wednesday
Lunchtime

Thursday
Lunchtime

Friday
Lunchtime

Interform – CG, EW
& Sports Captains Fitness Centre
Girls Basketball – All
Yrs – Sports Hall - SH
& GN
Girls Frisbee - All Yrs
– Gym - WN

Interform – CG, EW
& Sports Captains Sports Hall
Netball – Yrs 7 & 8 –
Gym – WN
Volleyball – All Yrs –
Fitness Centre – GN
GCSE Theory Drop
in – G17 - SH

Boys Cricket – Yrs 7
& 8 – Sports Hall – CG
& EW
Gymnastics - All Yrs Gym - WN & SE
SLC Sports Club Sports Hall – BA
Weights - Yrs 10 & 11
- Sports Hall - SH

Sixth Form - Sports
Hall – SH & CG
Trampolining –
Lower School - Gym
– SE & WN
Badminton – All Yrs –
Fitness Centre - EW

Boys Cricket – Yrs
9 & 10 Sports Hall –
CG
Trampolining –
Upper School - Gym
– SH & WN
Weights - Sports Hall
- EW

After School

After School

After School

After School

After School

Football - Yrs 7 & 8 –
Field - CG & EW
Netball - Yrs 10 & 11
– Sports Hall/Netball
Courts WN & MD
Rugby – All Yrs – NM
Girls Football – Field
- SH
Badminton - All Years
– Fitness Centre - GN

Staff Meetings

Rugby – All Yrs - NM
Football - Yrs 9, 10 &
11 - CG & EW
Netball – Yrs 7, 8 &
9 – Sports Hall/Netball
Courts – WN, SE & MD

Girls Football – Field No clubs
- SH
Trampolining - All
Yrs - NM - Linked with
External Club
Futsal – Selected Year
Groups – Sports Hall –
CG & EW

Help shape Essex
library service
by becoming a
Library Consultant.
Volunteer for My
Library Project 2013.
Last year, a group of young people in Essex took part in the My Library Project.
They were asked for their views on a number of services that Essex Libraries offers
to teenagers. Everyone who took part in the project said that it was worthwhile; they
enjoyed taking part and how pleased they were to have their opinions listened to.
Essex Libraries will be running the My Library project again this year, so that even
more young people in Essex can help shape library service for young people in
Essex. You will also be able to develop useful skills for the future.
How My Library will work:
You will be asked one question each month by email. You will be given some information about the question and asked to
vote on your preferred option. Essex Libraries will act on the majority decision and let you know the outcome of the vote as
well as publicising it on the Essex Libraries website.
The project will help the library service ensure that it responds to the needs of young people. It will give you a glimpse into
the world of work, the issues involved in managing a public service and the challenge of making decisions. You will need to
use a range of skills including creative thinking, evaluation and analysis. Everyone who completes the project will receive a
certificate showing the skills they have learned.
If you are aged 12 – 16, have access to a computer and an email address, and live or go to school in Essex, you can take
part. Application forms are available from the school library or download a copy from the volunteering page on Essex
Libraries website at www.essex.gov.uk/Libraries
Fill it out with a parent or carer, and then either post to the address provided or return the form to your nearest Essex
library.
Thank you for your support.
Mrs K Osborn
Librarian
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Student Teaching 7S About His Religion
On 16 January 2013, 7S was very lucky to have a student in our class
demonstrate how to pray the Islamic way. I found this interesting
because we managed to have a go ourselves and we learned the
following; why we pray, how to pray and the meaning of praying. I
found this a great experience because we were so lucky to have a
student who is more than prepared to tell us about his religion and
even give us a demonstration himself. We also managed to ask him
lots of questions. It was really fascinating; the way he shared his
religion and made it different and special. So as you can see it was a
truly great experience for me and my classmates in 7S.
Megan Grimwood 7S

The Day We Learnt How to Pray the Islamic Way
On Tuesday 16 January Saad Ikhlaq from 7S taught us how to pray the
Islamic way, in our P.E.R. lesson. We learnt a lot; better than a video.
Saad even helped us to do it ourselves; it was a fascinating experience.
It taught us a lot and it opened our eyes to how important it is to
Muslims. Saad also demonstrated the whole ceremony including
Arabic (it was very impressive and he learnt it in only 1
year). He gave us knowledge about the proper way that
Muslims pray. It was very exciting!!!
Megan Ranger-Green and Renee Specketer 7S

Learning Muslim Prayer
Learning a religious prayer was an exciting and
interesting experience. Everybody took part and it was
a lot of fun. I think it was interesting because we were
taught by a religious member of our own class and he
read along with us as we did the prayer. We had a
lot of fun and the experience was fantastic. I enjoyed
listening to him and learning from him.
Katrina Grubb 7S

Year 10 DTP Vaccination
At the start of this term, every Year 10 student was given an information package regarding the Diphtheria, Tetanus and
Polio (DTP) vaccination. The Department of Health recommends this booster injection is administered around the age of
15.
The signed consent forms should have been returned to Student Services by Friday 18 January.
If you have any queries regarding this vaccination please contact the immunisation team on 01376 302769/302762.
The vaccinations are due to take place on Thursday 28 February.
Mrs S Hunter
Medical Adinistrator

He’s Behind You
On 17 December some of the Year 7s went to see the pantomime “Jack and the Beanstalk” in Colchester.
When the coach arrived, the Year 7s were put into groups. On the way, all of the students were talking and having
a laugh. It took about 45 minutes to get to the Mercury Theatre. When we got into the building the students found
their friends and sat down ready for the entertaining show. When it began a silence broke and we enjoyed every
minute of it.
Everyone was talking about the show on the way back.
Emma Wright 7H
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To obtain tickets, please complete the form below and return with
your cash/cheque in an envelope marked to Helen Thomson, no
later than 5 February 2013
Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Child’s Name ……………………………………………………………………………… Tutor Group ……………………………….
Team Name (can be decided on the night) ………………………………………………………………………………………
Please send …………………… tickets for the FONHS Quiz Night on 9 February 2013 at a cost of £8 per
head (cheques to be made payable to The Friends of Notley High)
Vegetarian Option is available - number required ……………………
Contact details:
email address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Telephone Number:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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What’s on at Braintree Arts Theatre- February 2013
We have a brilliant and month of live music and comedy at
Braintree Arts Theatre! Don’t miss you chance to boogie along to
T-Rextasy as they
perform classic
T-Rex hits on
Friday 1 February.
The funky and
soulful Geno
Washington will
bring the house
down on Friday
8 February and
the hilarious
Jenny Éclair will
entertain and
delight audiences
on Saturday
16 February.
Finally, ending
the shortest
month of the
year our hugely
popular Funhouse
Comedy Night
is back with the
brilliant Nathan Caton headlining on Thursday 21 February.
All tickets are available by booking via our website www.braintreeartstheatre.com/whats-on or by calling our box
office on 01376 556 354. Group booking discounts are available on
all of our shows and as always our Funhouse Comedy Night tickets are
3 for 2!
Check out our website
to view the rest of our
exciting season; whether
you fancy wonderful
Children’s Shows,
compelling Theatre,
toe-tapping Live Music
or hilarious Stand Up,
Braintree Arts Theatre
has surely got a show
for you!
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