
 

Weekly Student Bulletin  
for Braintree Sixth Form Students 

Friday 17 September 2021 
 
 
Dear BSF students, parents and carers 

As we come to the end of week two, I hope you are all feeling more settled into the new academic 

year and the early mornings are becoming less of a challenge. By now, the vast majority of you have 

made your Enrichment choice and started these programmes; I have just heard two students 

practising their Spanish before my lesson, so I hope this enthusiasm is reflected across all of the 

options! A huge number of you have opted to be teaching assistants at Notley which is excellent as I 

would like the lower school students to see BSF students as examples of what they can aspire to be 

in the future. I was told by one of you earlier how exciting it was to be called ‘miss’ in a lesson which 

would certainly indicate that the younger students are already looking up to you. I am confident that 

you will all be fantastic ambassadors for the sixth form when you are working over there. 

A few of you have yet to complete your choices form; I should remind you that Enrichment is 

compulsory so please see me to get a form as soon as possible or expect to be chased and nagged! 

 

Prefects 

I have received 37 applications for prefect positions which has been really pleasing; it’s heartening 

that so many of you are keen to get involved and make a difference to the sixth form and across the 

wider school. Mrs Brewis Shepherd and I will be making our final decisions early next week and you 

will all be informed soon thereafter. Sadly, we will not be able to offer all of you the roles you have 

applied for, however, if we think you would be suitable for a different role, I will speak to you 

directly about this.  

 

Student Newsletter 

A number of you have expressed an interest in starting up a Student Newsletter as an Enrichment 

activity, which would be a great addition to communication around the sixth form and enable you all 

to have a bigger voice within our community. If you are interested in this, can you please meet me in 

210 at the beginning of Period 5 Wednesday next week? 



 

Dress Code 

A gentle reminder that there should be no sports clothes or hoodies worn in sixth form. We have 

relaxed the dress code considerably, mainly based on student preference, so I ask you to respect the 

few restrictions we still have in place. 

 

Use of Classrooms  

You are very welcome to use the classrooms when they are free but please remember that you have 

been asked not to eat in them – it is very unpleasant for teachers and other students to have lessons 

in rooms littered with packaging and crumbs. Can I also remind you that the computers on teachers’ 

desks are not to be used by students? 

 

Parent Information Evening 

There is an Information Evening for Year 13 Parents being held on Teams on Tuesday 21st 

September. This will primarily focus the UCAS process and progression. You are more than welcome 

to attend if you feel you need reminders about this. 

 

Forthcoming Open Days  

University of East Anglia  

23 October 

20 November  

 

University of Suffolk 

9 Oct  

6 Nov 

9 Dec evening 

 

Applicants for Bristol University 

The University of Bristol offer our students ‘Contextual offers’ which means that you will 

automatically benefit from reduced offers if you apply there. Mr Bridgwater can give you more 

information about this. 

 

Free Lectures 

Please consider watching some of these as referring to them may help your Personal Statement: 



Gresham College’s free public lectures (running since 1597) are delivered by world-leading 

professors in the arts and sciences, including such as Professors Chris Whitty (Medicine), 

Sarah Hart (Maths), Leslie Thomas QC (Law) and Jacqueline McGlade (Environment). 

 

For teachers and students they are a resource for developing subject knowledge and skills, 

careers advice, EPQ projects and UCAS statements. We have a searchable back catalogue of 

2,500 free digital lectures on our website ordered by school subject at 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/schools. 

  

2021-22 LECTURES: 

 

Our 2022 lectures include the following: 

 

ASTRONOMY 

A series on the History of the Universe called Cosmic Revolutions by 

Astronomy Professor Katherine Blundell, and The Frontiers of Knowledge by Visiting 

Professor Roberto Trotta; and Mars Missions 2021: Early Discoveries by Andrew Coates. 

 

gres.hm/cosmic-revolutions     gres.hm/frontiers    gres.hm/mars-2021 

BUSINESS / ECONOMICS 

In The Principles of Finance, Business Professor Alex Edmans will give a primer on 

everything from how to save to risk management. A series by Visiting Professor Martin 

Daunton will look at Three Crises in Capitalism. See also Natural Capital series under 

Geography. 

 

gres.hm/principles-finance    gres.hm/three-crises 

ENGLISH & MEDIA 

The Powers of the Novel by Visiting Professor John Mullan will look at Plot, 

Coincidences and  Villains; Farah Karim-Cooper will speak on Shakespeare, Race and 

Performance. The series on How Not To be Human: Exploring Humanity Through Science 

Fiction will be delivered by Visiting Professor Jim Endersby. In our Media, Trust and Society 

series, Philip Howard will talk about fighting disinformation on COVID-19. 

 

gres.hm/novel-powers   gres.hm/shakespeare-race 

gres.hm/science-fiction   gres.hm/media-trust 

http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=442&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=443&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=444&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=445&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=446&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=447&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=448&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=449&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=450&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=451&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=452&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=453&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=454&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=455&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=455&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=456&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=456&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=457&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=457&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=458&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=459&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=459&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=459&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=460&FID=H
http://app2.emailer-send.com/b1/el.php?SID=5573817&STATID=299&LID=461&FID=H


GEOGRAPHY 

Professor Jacqueline McGlade’s series Natural Capital and the Wellbeing 

Economy will look at how our economy needs to change to guarantee a sustainable future 

for the planet. There is also a varied series on Natural World: Exploration, Extinction and 

Adaptation. 

 

 gres.hm/natural-capital   gres.hm/natural-world 

HISTORY 

Among the highlights are: The Hidden History of How Protestantism Went Global, 

by Professor Alec Ryrie, a series on Stuart Britain, a one-off lecture on Holocaust History 

Under Siege,  and a Black History Month series. 

 

gres.hm/missionaries   gres.hm/stuart-britain   

gres.hm/holocaust-history    gres.hm/black-history-month 

IT 

Professor Richard Harvey’s Six Tech Inventions That Changed the World will talk 

about IT breakthroughs everyone should know about, like GPS, Compression and Error 

Control Coding.  

gres.hm/tech-inventions 

LAW / POLITICS / CITIZENSHIP 

Race, Colonialism and Power in the Legal System by Professor Leslie 

Thomas QC, will look at the Immigration Act 1971, the Brixton Riots, Judicial racism and 

more; The Misrule of Law by Visiting Professor Thomas Grant QC looks at the misuse of law, 

for example under segregation in the US. Visiting Professor Imogen Goold will discuss 

Medical Law, including lectures on freezing eggs and fertility treatment. We have two 

lectures on Europe: Anand Menon on Brexit, and Patricia Clavin on Europe’s Search for 

Sustainable Security. Finally, the Media, Trust and Society series and the lecture, Does 

Philanthropy Do the Public Good? may be of interest to Citizenship teachers; along with a 

series on Religion and Society in the 21st Century (see Religion section). 

 

gres.hm/race-law   gres.hm/misrule-law    gres.hm/medical-law    

gres.hm/brexit-learned    gres.hm/europes-security 

gres.hm/media-trust   gres.hm/good-philanthropy 

MATHEMATICS 

Gresham Professor Sarah Hart’s series Geometry: The Mathematics of Art will 

discuss beauty, perspective and more;  while Hugh Hunt will give a one-off talk on The 

Maths of Gyroscopes and Boomerangs; and we have an event on Numbers in Different 
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Languages and Cultures. 

 

gres.hm/maths-art    gres.hm/gyroscopes-boomerangs 

gres.hm/numbers-cultures 

MEDICINE 

Chief Medical Officer for England Professor Chris Whitty will look 

at Infections and their Routes of Transmission. We also have a new series of lectures on 

Neuroscience: The Brain and the Mind.  

gres.hm/infections    gres.hm/neuroscience 

MUSIC 

Professor Marina Frolova-Walker will give a series of lecture-

recitals on Music Under Stalin. Visiting Professor Jeremy Summerly will give a series of 

lectures on Music and Emotion. 

 

gres.hm/music-stalin    gres.hm/music-emotions 

RELIGION 

Three lecturers will explore some current issues in major world 

religions in Religion and Society in the 21st Century; while our Divinity Professor will 

look at the work of Protestant missionaries in The Hidden History of How Protestantism 

Went Global. 

 

gres.hm/religion-society    gres.hm/missionaries 

WATCH NOW 

 

Recent highlights in our archive are a career-relevant series on Business Skills by Alex 

Edmans, which includes lectures on your CV, time management; a lecture by Jo Delahunty 

QC on How I Became A Barrister; a series on Major Debates in Public Health by Chris Whitty; 

two series by Sir Jonathan Bate on Classic Shakespeare and Wordsworth and the Romantics; 

a series on England’s Reformations by Alec Ryrie; we also have a strong series on the 

applications of Mathematics for example, in the film industry, the maths of climate change, 

by Chris Budd. We also have some brilliant lectures on Evil Women by historian Joanna 

Bourke and lectures on Great Thinkers by classicist Edith Hall. 

 

Autumn Term Career Experiences via Investin 

I received this from Investin: 
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We are delighted to announce the launch of our autumn term career experience 

programmes, which your students can register for now. 
 

Our programmes empower students aged 12-18 to take charge of their futures 

through live, interactive and hands-on sessions with top professionals. Students 

can choose from 28 careers and attend either in-person across 5 UK cities or live 

online.  
 

We expect to be fully-booked for our Young Doctor, Engineer, Lawyer, Investment 

Banker, Software Engineer and Psychologist programmes by 30th September.  
 

Places are highly limited. We kindly ask you to forward this email to relevant 

parents and students so they can register now. You can download a PDF of this 

email by clicking this link: DocSend 

 

Messages from Make Happen 

  

AccessEd Student Workshops – Year 12 & 13 

AccessEd has produced a fantastic new series of FREE research-based curricula course 

books, to give you the opportunity to use your skills and improve your understanding of in-

depth subjects as you would when studying at university. We’re supplementing their 

publication by also providing a series of virtual workshops for students. 

Students can find out more information and sign-up to a session by clicking on the links 

below:  

• Wednesday 22nd September at 3.30pm 

• Wednesday 6th October at 5pm 

 

Start Right Study Right Years 12 & 13  

Make Happen and Made Training are hosting a really helpful zoom session on advanced 

note-taking for students currently in years 12 & 13 on 20 September .  

This compact, 60-minute workshop will show students how to: 

•           become an active reader 

•           apply the Cornell Method for taking efficient and effective notes; a technique that will 

serve you well as you progress on to higher levels of study 

Findings from a recent study stated that those who took part in Made Training’s outreach 

activities had a 9% higher acceptance rate into Higher Education than those who didn’t. So 

it’ll be worth students while to take an hour to get their note-taking as good as it can be. 

Students can find out more information and sign up by clicking on the weblink below: 

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=bdbd97b992&e=df321f4f47
https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=bdbd97b992&e=df321f4f47
https://docsend.com/view/cy7ybpnpzjsqtcqv?mc_cid=a384385808&mc_eid=df321f4f47
https://www.access-ed.ngo/
https://www.access-ed.ngo/Pages/Category/y-make-happen
https://www.access-ed.ngo/Pages/Category/y-make-happen
https://www.makehappen.org/event/students-join-our-workshop-to-prepare-yourself-for-university-level-study/
https://www.makehappen.org/event/students-join-our-workshop-to-prepare-yourself-for-university-level-study-2/


https://www.makehappen.org/event/start-right-study-right-join-our-session-on-advanced-

note-taking-for-years-12-and-13/ 

 

Have a great weekend. 

 

 

Mrs. C Dunton 

Head of Sixth Form 
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