
 

 
What’s New at Notley? 

Dear All 

 

I hope you have all enjoyed the lovely weather this weekend. Fingers crossed that we continue 
to have nice weather during the summer holidays. Although staff and students alike are looking 
forward to a well-deserved rest, it feels like the end of term has sneaked up on us. As you are 
reading this today, students will have had the opportunity to participate in a COVID-safe Sports 
Day, consisting of both individual and team sports, including egg and spoon races! Tomorrow is 
the Charity Fun Day, when we will be taking the time to have some fun together to mark the end 
of a very challenging year whilst supporting our well deserving House charities. The last day of 
term is Wednesday 21 July and students will be dismissed and will leave site at 1.00pm. 

 

As ever at this time of year, we say goodbye to teaching staff who are leaving. We would like to 
thank Miss Free, Mr Triggs, Mr Martin, Mr Sharp, Miss Churchman (Learning Mentor), Mrs 
Davies, Mrs Lewis, Mr Quail-Larson and Mrs Tyrwhitt who have all completed their temporary 
contracts with us. Also we send our good wishes to Mrs Wager, Mrs Harris, Mrs McIntosh, Mr 
Miller, and Mr Sezgin, who are moving to roles in other schools.  Finally, I would like to wish Mrs 
Usher Letch and Mr Ferguson well in their retirements.  

 

The guidance around COVID is changing and from September we should see an end to many of 
the COVID safety measures that have been in place over the last 18 months. Students will no 
longer be required to wear masks and it will be possible for different year groups to mix for longer 
periods. We have decided to retain some of the measures, which we felt were beneficial to 
students, such as the split lunchtime and separate social zones at break and lunch. The school 
day timings will be as followed. 

         8.40am -  8.50am                  Morning registration 

         8.50am - 9.50am                   Period 1 

         9.50am - 10.50am                 Period 2 

         10.50am - 11.15am               Break 

         11.15am – 12.15pm              Period 3 

         12.15pm – 1.15pm                Period 4 

         1.15pm – 1.55pm                  Lunch (Years 7, 9, 11) & Tutor (Years 8, 10 & 12/13) 

         1.55pm – 2.15pm                  Tutor (Years 7, 9, 11) & Lunch (Years 8, 10 & 12/13) 

         2.15pm – 3.15pm                  Period 5 

         3.15pm – 4.15pm                  Period 6 

 

 



 

 

Students will have a staggered start as usual in September with Years 7 and 12 starting on 
Thursday 2 September and the rest of the school returning on Friday 3 September (Years 8 - 11 
and 13). Please see the attached letter regarding LFD testing prior to returning in September 
which is based on the Essex County Council guidance. Although we are hoping that there will be 
no changes to these plans, there are a number of unknowns associated with the roadmap, so we 
will write to parents, carers and students towards the end of August to confirm arrangements for 
the September start.  

 

All it leaves for me to say is a big thank you, on behalf of all the staff at the school, for all the 
support and kind words received over the last 18 months. As a school community we have faced 
many challenges and I am proud that through working together, we have achieved much. 

 

Have a lovely restful summer. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Dr C Cusick 

Head of School 

 

 

Charity Fun Day – Tuesday 20 July 2021  

Students in Years 7 – 10 will be participating in a Charity Fun Day on Tuesday 20 July at 

school.  The activities will replace students’ normal lessons for the day and students will 

follow a revised timetable according to their year group.  

Activities will include students completing an end of year quiz, staff vs students’ rounders 

match, a charity fayre and either a virtual theatre experience or film session. 

The charity fayre will comprise of a variety of stalls where students will be able to take part in 

competitions and challenges, win prizes in the tombola and even have the opportunity to 

throw sponges at staff! We will also have an ice cream van on site for students to purchase a 

cold treat if they wish to do so. 

In order to raise money for our House charities, we kindly ask for a donation between £1 - £5 

which can be paid via your child’s ParentPay account. Further information regarding our 

House charities can be found on our website: Charities - Notley High School & Braintree 

Sixth Form 

Students can wear suitable non-uniform on the day, but please note that students are not 

permitted to wear items that are inappropriate for the school environment, and that for health 

and safety reasons, the usual rules regarding jewellery and other accessories still apply. Hair 

must not be dyed an unnatural colour, even temporarily. No shorts or revealing clothes will 

be permitted. Any students wearing such clothing will be sent home to change.   

We hope that the students enjoy the day and thank you in advance for your support. 

https://notleyhigh.com/charities
https://notleyhigh.com/charities


 

Message from Norwich City FC’s 
Regional Development Programme 
 
Norwich City FC's Regional Development 
Programme are hosting football trials for boys 
in Years 5,6, 7 & 8, for a new Elite Player Development programme taking place in Sible 
Hedingham from September.   
 
The trials are taking place this August, and we are keen to connect with the community as 
much as possible to provide young people with an opportunity to take part in some football 
with us.  
 
Please click onto the link below for further information.  
 
https://www.canaries.co.uk/rdp/news/2021/june/new-elite-player-development-centre-essex/ 

  

Message from Mrs Robb – Virtual Mock Interviews 

 
As Careers Leader, I am organising a virtual mock interview for all Year 10 students, as part 
of the careers education programme.   
 
I am looking for members of the local business community that can give some of their time 
voluntarily to interview students and provide them with feedback.   
 
The proposed dates are Thursday 2 December and Friday 3 December 2021.  All interviews 
will take place online, via Teams.   
 
Each interview will last approximately 10 - 15 minutes, plus 5 minutes for feedback and 
students will have completed some preparation work for this.   
 
If you can help, I would be grateful if you could let me know as soon as possible 
michelle.robb@notleyhigh.com  
 

If you have any questions, please do email me. 

 

Mrs M Robb 

Head of Faculty - PDT 

  

 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canaries.co.uk%2Frdp%2Fnews%2F2021%2Fjune%2Fnew-elite-player-development-centre-essex%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cenquiries%40notleyhigh.com%7Cab026d5e603c40d4075308d946bd7c84%7C92b364a46aeb4517ad3067968266f826%7C0%7C0%7C637618602959747888%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UxTP%2FOTSTyN%2F8AD3AjK%2FAGA9tOnsYyE5TwUuevnU9Ao%3D&reserved=0
mailto:michelle.robb@notleyhigh.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canaries.co.uk%2Frdp%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cenquiries%40notleyhigh.com%7Cab026d5e603c40d4075308d946bd7c84%7C92b364a46aeb4517ad3067968266f826%7C0%7C0%7C637618602959757883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=18nwyba868WBMex2AFqWaetUQz%2BKm%2Bc4THCpmqDWkmw%3D&reserved=0


 

Opportunities in Science 

This has been a very peculiar year for everyone, and we would like to say well done to 

everyone for your hard work this year! We are looking forward to starting again back to 

normal in September and can’t wait for the chance to bring out the Bunsen Burners again! 

There are a few opportunities over the summer break that we encourage interested students 

to take full advantage of.  

A great course of webinars is being organised by Doctors Live – a group reaching out to 

inspire the next generation into medicine and healthcare. Students who are interested in 

Medicine or a related field can sign up to the first webinar for free and may be interested in 

signing up to further sessions as a great work experience opportunity – sign up at 

doctorslive.co.uk.  

GlaxoSmith-Kline also have quizzes, games, experiments and information about careers in 

their Student Zone at: gskstemeducation.com/student-zone. Year 10 students can also 

register their interest in virtual work experience – great for CVs! Register your interest at: 

https://survey.gsk.com/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=94KLmm82J# to be alerted of any 

opportunities.  

Anyone who is interested in Art or Photography as well as Science can also earn 

Achievement Points at the start of next year by helping out with some of our display boards. 

We would like photos of anything you find relating to the Periodic Table sent in to be part of 

a collage – there will be extra prizes for the most photos, the most obscure element 

connection, and the most innovative and original idea! Send all entries to 

sharon.nicholson@notleyhigh.com 

We highly recommend taking a look at the Royal Society Summer Science Exhibition –  

unfortunately online due to Covid restrictions this year, there are many videos online 

introducing cutting-edge research that is taking place in this country! Great information for 

anyone interested in a career in Science in the future! 

We wish everyone a restful summer break – make the most of the opportunity, and we look 

forward to seeing you all again next year!  

Miss C Rice 

Science Ambassador 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://survey.gsk.com/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=94KLmm82J
mailto:sharon.nicholson@notleyhigh.com


 

House Leaders 

 

September 2020 – Year 7 Induction 

At the start of the year, our new Year 7 students took part in a range of activities over the 

first two days within their tutor groups, to help them get to know each other and their tutors. 

They had fun designing and making parachutes, completing the assault course, cracking 

codes to complete a virtual escape room and put their knowledge to the test in the House 

quiz. All students were also issued with their House ‘working together, achieving together’ 

badge. Over the two days, students gained House points for their tutor groups and Houses, 

and results were as follows: 

1st - Franklin 

2nd - Parks 

3rd - Cavell 

4th - Turing 

5th - Winton 

 

October 2020 – PE Inter-House Activities  

In October, students participated in inter-House activities during their PE lessons. These 

activities included athletics, cricket, rounders and handball. It was great to see students 

applying all their knowledge and tactics of sports and working together in their Houses. 

Results were as follows:  

 

1st - FRANKLIN 

2nd – WINTON 
 
3rd – PARKS 
 
4th – TURING 
 
5th - CAVELL 

 

January – February 2021 – Lockdown Competitions 

DVD Cover – 2020 

Students were tasked with designing a DVD cover for a movie called ‘2020’. They could 

choose any genre and present it in whichever way they liked. Several students chose to 

explore an apocalyptic presentation of the world with beautifully terrifying drawings of the 

world on fire with COVID. Others considered a more uplifting approach by portraying the 

heroism of the NHS and the love shown between families, friends, and communities in the 

time of the pandemic. 



 

Photography Challenge 

Students were encouraged to enter a photography competition; we had very few entries for 

this but the ones we did have were fantastic - particularly those from Esme Clayden and 

Holly Farrell.  They had to go outside and take a photograph of something in nature and try 

and identify it. It would be lovely to run a competition like this again, but to have more 

students enter to showcase the talent and ability of our students. 

Tik-Tok Challenge 

Students had the option to complete a Tik-Tok style video challenge during lockdown in 

which, with parent/carer permission, they could send through a video of themselves or a 

relative performing a dance, song or skill.  Some of the videos we received were impressive 

and it was great to see students having fun with this challenge. 

March 2021 – House Student Voice 

The House Leaders wanted to hear from students about the types of activities they would 

enjoy for inter-House competitions, so we held a tutor group Student Voice activity. Students 

were invited to share their ideas to develop the House competitions, and we then invited 

volunteers from each tutor group to a meeting for them to discuss these ideas further. This 

was a great experience for the students and gave House Leaders a chance to engage with 

students about what they wanted and felt would benefit them. Students were enthusiastic in 

sharing their ideas, and they shaped the next round of inter-House competitions in April/May. 

April - May 2021 – Year Group Inter-House Competitions 

Year 7 students asked to take part in an obstacle course challenge, and we had a lot of fun 

answering their request! Students raced to balance balls, duck under hurdles, climb over 

benches, and much more in their bid to become the winning House. It was wonderful to see 

how students cheered on their teammates, particularly on the day of the grand final when 

students were given banners to wave as they supported their Houses.  

Year 8 students wanted to try orienteering as their challenge which allowed us to test their 

teamwork skills. Students worked in pairs within their tutor groups to complete a course, but 

there was a catch - one of the students was blindfolded! Partners used their power of 

instruction to tell each other how to overcome the route and any obstacles in their path, with 

some excellent blind throwing skills as they finished by successfully getting a ball into a 

bucket. 

Year 9 students asked to play dodgeball for their House competition, and it was quite 

something to behold! With several teams playing at once, there was lots of fun to be had 

with impressive ball skills on display. Students played quite tactically and were quick to get 

the Houses they saw as the strongest out first by teaming up with other groups. Whether 

won or lost, it was a joy to see students cheering on their classmates as they fought to the 

dodgeball victory. 

 



 

Year 10 students took part in an escape room style game within their tutor groups. They had 

to answer questions which in turn gave them the answers to clues to win the challenge. The 

tutor group to complete the challenge in the fastest time would win the challenge. Students 

had to use their teamwork skills to answer questions, decipher coded messages and unlock 

the door to the next room. We are pleased that most students enjoyed this intellectual 

challenge and were competitive in wanting to complete it in the fastest time. You could feel 

the tension building in some tutor groups as they did not know whether they had done 

enough to win! 

June – July 2021 – Year Group Rounders Competition 

Year 7 and Year 9 students took part in their respective rounders competition in which all 

students in their year group took to the field during tutor time to demonstrate their striking 

and fielding skills. It was great to see so many students participating and enjoying 

themselves really engaging in the competitive inter-House spirit. It was also great to see so 

many tutors getting involved and cheering their tutor groups on.  

Unfortunately, we were unable to complete the inter-House rounders matches for Year 8 and 

Year 10 students due to poor weather and unsafe playing conditions. We hope to be able to 

make it up to these students during the next academic year. 

July 2021 – Charity Fun Day! 

At the time of writing this piece, we are currently in the final stages of planning our Charity 

Fun Day! We have lots of exciting activities planned to raise money for the House charities, 

including a fayre (including ice cream van!), rounders, virtual theatre experience and much 

more. Information on the House charities can be found on our website. We hope to share 

lots of photographs and the total amount raised by our school community in September! 

It has been a difficult year to try to develop the House ethos and give students enjoyable and 

enriching activities, but they have still achieved so much! We hope that next year, once 

some normality returns, we can build on the brilliant start our students have made so far this 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Meet the Teacher  

This week, we are meeting Mr Harrington Raising Standards 

Leader – Year 9 

Favourite subject to teach: 

It depends on the weather - when it's cold I like teaching Geography and 
when it's hot, PE. But in all honesty, I enjoy both subjects equally. 

Why did you become a teacher? 

I became a teacher because of one of my PE teachers at school. I was inspired to get into 
teaching because of them. 

What are your hobbies? 

My main hobby is football, but I also enjoy walking, especially in the Lake District when I can 
get up there. I also enjoy watching films and listening to music to try and relax. 

What would you like to learn or be able to do? 

I would love to learn another language. I learnt French and Spanish at school, but I have 
forgotten most of the words now. I would also like to do more travelling and see more of the 
world. 

What’s your favourite movie or TV programme? 

My favourite films are comedies - one of my favourites would have to be 'Grown ups'. I can 
watch it again and again and it makes me laugh every time. 

What would you be doing if you were not a teacher? 

That's a very good question.  I would like to say footballer, but unfortunately, I'm not very 
good. So, I would probably be something like a plumber or electrician. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Work by the PER Department 

Year 9 students were asked to explain why it is important to discuss and learn about the 

importance of equality.  

A reason why we should learn about and discuss equality is because we can educate the 

younger generation, so they don't end up making the same mistakes as the previous 

generation. Ignorance is one of the biggest factors in equality, because some people just 

don't understand why they aren't the superior group. 

Another reason is to improve the mental and physical health of minorities. With less people 

being ignorant to the worldwide problems of racism, homophobia, and sexism; things like 

bullying and hate crimes will go down. If things like being LGBTQ or wearing cultural 

garments are being normalised, then there really wouldn’t be anything to make fun of. 

Another reason is to make people feel more confident in themselves and their identity. 

Minorities may go through lots of discrimination and prejudice; but having lessons about how 

it's normal to be gay or wear headscarves might boost their confidence. By integrating what 

used to be illegal or abnormal, helps normalise them and gives minorities more security  

Shanying Gao 

It is important to learn about equality so we can educate ourselves on how society should 
be, and what we can do to make it better. Also, by being properly educated, we know what is 
right, so we are less likely to being taught offensive things and to discriminate against others. 

Another reason why it is important is that having been properly educated ourselves we can 
go on and educate other people on what is right. By doing this, we can slowly eliminate 
prejudice from our society, and make the world a better place. 

My final reason why it is important is that we can learn to understand the thoughts of those 
who discriminate and correct them. By doing this they will lose their prejudiced thoughts as 
they realise they are most likely incorrect. 

Keith Squibb 

One reason why it is important to discuss and learn about the importance of equality, is that 
it makes people affected by inequalities feel welcome and not like they're a social outcast. 
This is because missing out on opportunities due to being part of a minority can be very 
damaging to your wellbeing as you feel like you don't belong, so it is important to learn about 
equality to make all people feel welcome. Another reason is to stop discrimination. This is 
important because people think it is okay to discriminate without knowing what they are 
putting that person through or how they make them feel about themselves. Finally, another 

reason is to teach people how that makes the victim feel and how equality could better 
everyone. This is because, with equality, people who are part of minorities can finally feel 
happy being themselves and can live without fear. 

Isobelle Disbury 

 



 

Work by Science Department 

Year 9 have been carrying out their practical lessons. The students used microscopes to 

identify plant and animal cells.. 

By Darcy Murdoch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           By Max Streeter         By Ellivia Barnes 



 

Work by the English Department 

Here is an example of a great paragraph of analysis from an English Literature essay 
exploring the relationship between Benedick and Beatrice in Much Ado About Nothing. What 
makes it good is there are lots of layers of analysis, bringing it back to the question and 
clearly adding to their argument. 

Shakespeare presents Benedick and Beatrice's relationship as full of hurt. Beatrice proudly 
proclaims, whilst standing close to Benedick, "I had rather hear my dog bark at a crow than a 
man swear he loves me." This suggests that Beatrice doesn't want Benedick to declare his 
love for her, and she wants him to leave – and not try anything with her. 

However, Beatrice says the opposite of what she is actually thinking.  She truly wants to be 
loved, however, she is afraid that no-one will so she puts up a wall. She doesn't say the 
name 'Benedick', in the quotation, rather 'than a man' referring to all men rather than just one 
man. This implies she is afraid of being loved by anyone, as she may have been hurt in the 
past and doesn't want a repeat. However, it is clear that Beatrice does really love Benedick, 
as later on she very quickly changes her mind when she is led to think he loves her, which 
also adds to the idea of it being a 'wall' she is putting up. 

By Jelushca Grobler 

 

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge Workshop 

On Friday 2 July 2021, twenty Year 10 students took 

part in this year's Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge 

workshop. We were delighted to be able to welcome 

Fiona Whytehead, from the Speakers' Trust, back into school to lead the day-long workshop. 

Fiona led the students through a series of games and activities, and offered lots of her 'Top 

Tips' for public speaking. Throughout the day, all of the students got up and 'spoke out' to 

the rest of the group three times. They learnt about the three components needed to 

produce a high-quality speech - content, structure and delivery. All of the students were 

fantastic, and were a real credit to our school - they approached the day with open minds 

and with enthusiasm. By the end of the day, all of the students stood up and presented their 

own one-minute-long speech to the rest of the group - they chose their topic, and they 

carefully crafted and shaped their content, structure and delivery.  

I was so impressed with the mature approach shown by the students on the day; the support 

they gave each other when each of them stood up to speak was remarkable. They should be 

so proud of what they had achieved by the end of the day, and a big congratulations must go 

to Isabella Laithwaite who was chosen as our school winner, and who will now further 

develop her speech on 'Gender Equality' and go forward to the Regional Final where she will 

compete against students from other schools in Essex. 

Mrs A Stringer 
Teacher – English 
 
 



 

Work by the Drama Department 

 

Despite a lack of opportunity for our usual number of extra-curricular clubs and 
performances, we have still had a busy year in the Drama department! Students worked 
hard on studying design elements of theatre during our time in lockdown and have 
developed knowledge on set, costume, lighting and sound design, culminating in a set 
design competition for Key Stage 3 students. We had some fantastic entries making it 
difficult to judge who from each year group should win the first prize of £10 Amazon 
vouchers!  

 

The scripted performance exams for Year 11 were adapted from group performances to 
monologues this year, proving a further challenge for these students, but one they most 
definitely rose to. They were met with a mixture of nerves and excitement on the day back in 
April and we were extremely proud of the engaging performances we saw; it really gave 
students an opportunity to shine and make the most of their final performance as a GCSE 
Drama student. Congratulations to Year 11!  

 

In May, Year 12 took part in a Brecht workshop that was run by Nick O'Brien from The 
Stanislavski Experience. The purpose of the workshop was to develop the style of their 
examination performance and an opportunity to work alongside an industry professional. 
Year 12 students relished the opportunity and made great strides in the quality of their final 
performance. This was performed in front of our Year 10 GCSE students who I am sure will 
benefit from having watched such an accomplished piece and can use inspiration from this 
for their own performance exams next term.  

 

Our Year 9 students were invited to be part of a performance working with the Royal 
Shakespeare Company’s associate school’s programme. Notley High School & Braintree 
Sixth Form has been an associate school for the last few years and we were pleased when 
they announced we would be able to run the programme, after the disappointment of it not 
going ahead last year. Prior to the performance, students took part in a workshop, led by 
Aaron Parsons from the Royal Shakespeare Company, that supported their development of 
characters and knowledge of the text, as well as showing commitment by attending 
numerous after school and lunch time rehearsals. Miss Lennox led on the exceptional 
creation of an excerpt from The Tempest, which was performed at The Wolsey Theatre on 
Tuesday 6 July, alongside three other associate schools. Congratulations Year 9!  

 

Miss A Lennox 

Teacher - Drama 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 9  

The Tempest Performance  

6 July 2021 

 

What We Did: 

When we first arrived at the theatre, we were introduced to the other school groups and all 
the crew that would be helping run the performance. Our first workshop was about body 
language, how you can tell a lot about a character from their posture, the pace of their 
walking etc. The next workshop was about vocal technique, how to pronounce words 
accurately, projecting our voices in an auditorium and adding emotion and character to our 
lines. 

 

After lunch we had a dress rehearsal with Aaron from the Royal Shakespeare Company 
(RSC), who previously did a workshop with us back at school, and he helped perfect certain 
aspects of our part of the play. After a break we had our tech run, testing the lighting, music, 
props and cues to go on stage and just another run through of the performance which was 
lots of fun. After that we ran through our lines again and after another break it was time for 
the performance. We watched the first three groups in the theatre audience then went 
backstage during the fourth group. We performed the final scene of the whole play and we 
felt very proud of ourselves and our fellow cast members. 

 

What We Enjoyed: 

We enjoyed learning lots that we did not know already from the workshops we participated in 
throughout the day. It helped learning more about Shakespeare and improved our acting. 
We really enjoyed being on stage, but we mainly loved working as a team during the 
performance and even in rehearsals, everyone put in a good effort, and overall it was really 
fun to do it with our friends.  

 

By Verity Lucas and Bethany Chamberlain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Work by Design and Technology 

 
Despite the challenges and disruption this year, our Design & Technology students have 

worked incredibly hard during lockdown and since we have been back in school. 

Our design and make projects were adapted to allow us to deliver them remotely, and many 

of our students stepped up to the challenge of creating a physical product which were 

proudly displayed upon their return.  

In the lead up to the end of the year, the workshops have been busy. Our Year 7 students 

managed to complete and package their acrylic pens which not only look bright and 

colourful, but also very professional. Our Year 8 students finished their jewellery project 

polishing their pewter to perfection and making it shiny. Some also developed their soldering 

skills by completing the Year 7 electronics work they missed out on last year. Our Year 9 

students have experimented with resin casting and finally finished their lighting projects. This 

was originally started in the Autumn term which feels like such a long time ago! 

Our Year 10 GCSE Product Design groups engaged well in the online lessons, dipping in 

and out of projects with resilience. Although they were deprived of workshop time to develop 

much needed skills and experience of using machines, they came back into the workshop 

with a fervour to make products. Many have produced very respectable outcomes for their 

bottle openers, Art Deco clock and shelving projects that will go a huge way to developing 

their skills ready for Year 11.  

Our Year 11 students continued working hard on their NEA and assessments before they left 

us, and we are proud of their efforts in what has been a very challenging year for them. 

 

Mrs E Currie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Year 7 Pens 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Pewter 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9  Resin Coasters 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 9 Slot Lighting 



 

Work by the French Department 
 
In French, we have been proud of our students and the resilience that they have 

demonstrated adapting to online learning and equally, adapting back to face-to-face 

learning.  Our Year 7 students have been learning new vocabulary and structures in a 

different language and have been challenging themselves by completing chilli challenges at 

home.  We have introduced all students to some new websites, and they have embraced the 

fun elements of these and have enjoyed playing vocabulary and grammar games. Our Year 

9 students have been exposed to GCSE topics, some of the grammatical structures and 

complex phrases that they have needed to learn have been extremely challenging, yet they 

have embraced the challenge and have produced written work of the highest standard that 

we have seen.  Our KS3 students have all completed end of year exams recently.  We have 

been delighted to see that most students have either met their flightpath grades or exceeded 

them.  We have been particularly impressed by the way the Year 10 students have 

approached their mock exams, especially the way they have prepared for their speaking 

exams.  They have worked hard and, for most of the students, they have achieved results 

that they can be proud of.  We are equally proud of our GCSE students. Most of our Year 11 

students embraced their assessments with resilience and determination. We wish them all 

the best for the future. Finally, we have been excited as a department to introduce Star of 

the Week and have taken pleasure in emailing students and their parents/carers to celebrate 

their achievements of the week. 

Mrs Z Coxon 

 

Research Champions write-up 

Some of our Year 7 students have recently taken part in our first-ever ‘Research Champions’ 

programme.  

The programme has been designed to promote independent learning skills and to encourage 

students to stretch and challenge themselves. They were taught a variety of skills such as: 

conducting research; reading critically; effective notetaking; designing an effective 

PowerPoint; and delivering a presentation in front of an audience.Students selected their 

own topic to research, which meant that we were treated to a wide range of presentations to 

watch, from ‘Fainting Goats’ and ‘Astronomy’ to ‘Why Covid doesn’t affect Children as much 

as Adults,’ ‘Cryptocurrency’ and ‘Mental Illness.’  

It was wonderful to see the engagement and interest demonstrated by the students and to 

watch them grow in independence and confidence as they developed their research skills. It 

is hoped that these research skills will stand them in good stead for their future studies. 

Students said they enjoyed the session delivered to them by Mr Rowe in Media Support who 

taught them how to create an effective PowerPoint and they also enjoyed learning how to 

successfully navigate the internet to locate and evaluate the information they needed.  

Congratulations Research Champions! 

Miss V Bailey 



 

Work by the Art Department 

 
WOW! 

Look at just a small selection of some of the fantastic artwork that has been produced this 

year. 

Students have taken the time to produce work that is personal, intriguing and eye catching. 

Even though we are unable to include photographs of all the amazing work we have seen 

being produced, we as the Art department want to say to all of our students ‘well done!’ 

Thank you for showing us some of your interests and talents and we look forward to seeing 

more great work from all students next year. 

Mrs B Roper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Work by the Humanities Department 

Our Notley historians, across all years, have had many unique challenges in this academic 
year and we would like to praise all of those who attended every online lesson, participated 
in them, completed their work and generally ensured that, COVID or not, they were learning.  
 
It was obviously particularly tough for our Year 11 and Year 13 students who did not have 
the chance to demonstrate their knowledge and commitment in the usual official exams, but 
we hope they all get the outcomes they deserve and wish them every success in the future. 
We fully recognise that Year 10 and Year 12 have also been impacted on their GCSE and A 
Level courses. We appreciate it is hard to learn some of our course content and skills 
without being in class and we want to say to all of them, well done for keeping going.   
 
Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have managed to work through the whole of the planned 
History curriculum, despite the disruption, and when they look back over the year, we think 
they will be amazed at the range of content they have covered. Well done.  

 

In PER this term, Year 7 students have considered the impact of paying it forward, and then 

researched and presented an individual who has inspired them through their actions of 

kindness and generosity. Although COVID has had such negative impacts on society, it 

certainly has given the students many examples of people who have carried out inspirational 

acts of kindness. We hope that students will see that each person can make a difference 

and be inspired enough to carry out their own acts of kindness that will have a ripple effect 

throughout families and the community. 

Most of our Year 8 students have engaged enthusiastically with the study of Sikhism and 

Buddhism and have enjoyed the opportunity to evaluate the impact of religion on society. We 

believe that many have developed a more rigorous understanding of the numerous religious 

traditions, beliefs and practices that are followed in our multi-cultural society.  

Most of our Year 9 students have impressed us with their willingness to embrace challenging 

topics like equality and diversity as well the holocaust. We believe that many of them have 

become aware of the various challenges facing minority groups. Their insightful comments 

have made us feel confident that they are equipped to engage with an increasingly diverse 

world and will be able to promote community cohesion by celebrating diversity and fostering 

respect for different identities. 

'We have not been able to offer our usual range of trips outside school but have offered 
other experiences where possible, for example, Sixth Form Politics students were lucky 
enough to have virtual meetings with the Rt Hon James Cleverly, Minister of State and MP 
for Braintree and with Lord Wills, the former Minister for Justice. These talks allowed the 
students to demonstrate their political interest and knowledge with a series of thought-
provoking questions. 

 

 

 

 



 

We are equally proud of our humanities GCSE and A Level students. Most of our Year 11 

students and Year 13 students, embraced the difficult scenario that COVID presented, with 

resilience and determination. We wish them all the best for their future plans. Most of our 

Year 10 students and Year 12 students have also displayed a determination to engage with 

their lessons in often challenging situations. They adapted to online learning and continued 

to take advantage of the opportunities in lessons to develop their critical thinking and to 

develop their skills of dialogue, interpretation, and analysis. 

Mrs L Fouche 

Head of Faculty – Humanities 

 

Work by the PDT Department 

Within the PDT curriculum we focus on developing skills that will help students to succeed in 
all aspects of life whether in school, within the workplace or looking after themselves when in 
social environments.   
 
In today’s world, students are growing up in an increasingly complex environment and living 
their lives on and offline. This presents many positive and exciting opportunities for students; 
it can also pose some challenges and risks, which students will learn to manage.  We want 
our students to develop the resilience they need to bounce back from setbacks, face 
challenges head on, and learn from their mistakes.  PDT gives students the opportunity to 
practice these skills, in a safe environment. 
 
In PDT we assess students through a variety of methods, including participation during the 
lesson, presentations, and responses to scenarios, giving them the opportunity to put the 
skills they have developed into practice.  
 
Mrs M Robb 
Head of Faculty - PDT 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     By Ralitza Karaivanova 



 

 

This year students in Learning Support have 
been working hard to create an allotment and 
wildlife garden out of an overgrown area at 
school. 

We have grown lots of vegetables including potatoes, 

courgettes, peppers, leeks, onions, runner beans, tomatoes, 

and raspberries; digging and preparing the ground before planting and 

making sure they have enough water to help them grow. Ruby has helped 

upcycle some tyres, painting them before making them into planters for 

vegetables and flowers. 

We have sown wildflowers to encourage insects, butterflies, and other pollinators 

to the garden; Ella has grown a sunflower from seed and is enjoying looking after it. Ben and 

Sophie made bird feeders to tempt more birds to the area, and Amelia and Xander made 

birdboxes which we hope will house nesting birds next spring. 

There are lots of different wildlife that live in our garden, and we have 

enjoyed finding who we share the space with. Sophie created a hedgehog 

tunnel to see if any hedgehogs visited and was delighted to 

capture some hedgehog footprints. Ronny and Katie found 

newts who we have encouraged into our new wildlife pond 

(which students helped to dig). A baby robin came to visit 

Robyn while she was weeding, and Jayden spotted a nesting wren. 

We are very lucky to have been given this space to nurture, and everyone, students and 

staff alike, enjoy being able to sit, relax, listen to the birds, and enjoy learning outdoors. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welllbeing 

Safeguarding during School Closure Periods 

During school closure periods, we will respond to emails sent to enquiries@notleyhigh.com 

and enquiries@braintreesixthform.com as soon as possible. 

Please be aware that these email addresses are only monitored during office hours. 

If you have an urgent safeguarding concern outside of office hours, support can be accessed 

via the following services: 

• If a child or young person is in immediate danger, call 999. 
 

• Essex Children’s Social Care – out of hours or bank holidays, please call the 
emergency duty team on 0345 606 121. 
 

• Essex Safeguarding Children Board – www.escb.co.uk/parentcarer/ 

For further support, you may wish to contact: 

• EWMHS (Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health Service) – for urgent or out of 
hours help, 0300 555 1200. 
 

• Childline 0800 1111. 
 

• Give Us a Shout – wwwgiveusashout.org or text SHOUT to 85258. 
 

• Kooth – www.kooth.com 
 

Please note that Campus Reception is open term time only: 8am – 4pm  

Safeguarding Information from the Essex Safeguarding Children's Board 

General overview of the internet * Facebook Live with The 2 Johns Sunday 11 July at 6pm * 

Consent - information for parents * Facebook Live with Brook Essex Wednesday 14 July at 
6pm* 

Child exploitation does not stop over the summer 

While many people will be hoping to enjoy the summer outside away from the screens and 
technology indoors, it’s important to remember online safety. Smartphones go everywhere 
with us and exploiters don’t take a summer holiday. 

For example, did you know a child could be recruited to a gang from hundreds of miles 
away? More and more often young people are being groomed remotely to carry out ‘jobs’ in 
their community, for their exploiters who live on the other side of the country. 

 

mailto:enquiries@notleyhigh.com
mailto:enquiries@braintreesixthform.com
http://www.escb.co.uk/parentcarer/
http://www.kooth.com/
https://www.facebook.com/The2johns
https://www.facebook.com/EssexBrook


 

How have exploitation methods changed/become more hidden? 

• Girls report finding it easier to travel around the county as they are challenged less 

than boys. 

• Possible increased use of taxis/private hire vehicles by children being exploited. 

• More exploitation happening at private addresses and unused business premises. 

• Social media has replaced face to face interaction. Young people are craving to 

connect with others and unfortunately, this can lead to grooming. 

It is important to remember that the victim, the child, is NEVER to blame. Online groomers 
can be very persuasive and children should never be made to feel they did anything to 
encourage their exploitation. The best response an adult can provide a child who has been a 
victim of online exploitation is to comfort them, be supportive and help them address the 
issues they have encountered.  

And of course, it's not just about when things go wrong. You can help your child to stay safe 
by creating an environment in which they feel able to speak openly about concerns they may 
have. You can do this by making good internet habits a part of your daily lives by limiting 
screen time, no devices at dinnertime/bedtime and by taking an active interest in the games 
they're playing and their social media influences. 

With thanks to everyone involved in creating resources for this campaign. 

Parents of young children and pre-schoolers 

You don’t need to talk to your pre-schooler about online safety yet, right? Wrong. If you treat 
online safety just as you would treat road safety, then talking about safe internet use 
becomes the norm and not something that they feel needs to be hidden as they get older. So 
if they are worried about something they have seen online they can feel confident in talking 
to an adult about their concerns.  

Short animation for parents and childcare providers 

Podcast for parents and carers 

Parents of pre-teens 

Did you know… the number of children exploited online doubles between the ages of 11 and 
12 years old? This means those at the end of primary school, about to enter secondary 
school are particularly at risk, especially as it’s a time when some children begin to enter the 
world of social media. The brain development they're going through at this age makes it hard 
for them to make decisions or plan ahead. They get an increased drive for risk taking and 
trying out new things. They’re super sensitive to social status and so they start craving peer 
approval.  

Podcast by Barnardos CARE 

 

 

https://youtu.be/cXvjNpYzsSA
https://www.podbean.com/ew/pb-4byrr-1055ae7
https://www.podbean.com/ew/pb-m7nky-105eed4


 

Online Gaming 

Did you know...the security settings of off game chats are often not as good as those built 
into the game. Discord is a chat forum used by a lot of gamers and it’s important to be aware 
that strangers can contact your child especially on public or large servers and send 
inappropriate, mean or sexual content. Find out more about Discord and how to keep your 
child safe. This video by James Pearson, Violence and Vulnerability Unit is all about gaming. 
He discusses why parents need to be aware that their child’s chat can filter out of the game 
and onto other platforms and what they need to be discussing with their children to keep 
their online gaming an enjoyable experience.  

Perpetrators are increasingly targeting children and young people via online gaming sites, 
pretending to be someone who they are not. This can often lead to bullying, grooming and 
sexual exploitation. The Breck Foundation is a self-funding charity, raising awareness of 
playing safe whilst using the internet. CEOP’s Thinkuknow has launched Band Runner, an 
interactive game for 8-10 year olds to help build their knowledge, confidence and skills to 
stay safe from risks they might encounter online. The game is hosted on the area for 8-10 
year-olds on the Thinkuknow website. Internet Matters - Online Gaming (The Basics) 

Inappropriate images/sexting  

There is no ‘usual’ stereotype, any young person could send a nude pic. Even your child. 
Make sure they understand that it is illegal to send nudes, even of themselves. And if it 
happens, try to understand whether there is peer pressure or grooming involved. Taking, 
making, sharing and possessing indecent images and pseudo-photographs (an image made 
by computer-graphics, which appears to be a photograph) of people under 18 is illegal. It 
doesn’t matter how old they look, looking at indecent images of under 18s is illegal.  

This podcast by The 2 Johns looks at why and how young people are drawn into taking and 
sharing inappropriate images. They discuss how both parents and young people may be 
feeling and how to have an empathetic conversation with your child, as well as practical 
advice on getting photos removed. 

Childline’s Zipit app, uses humour to help teenagers deal with unwanted requests for sexual 
images of themselves. The free app offers young people a gallery of images and animations 
which they can send in response to requests for sexual pictures and to deal with difficult 
sexting situations.  

Sexting advice for parents - how to have those important conversations with children 

Videos and livestreams 

Houseparty exploded in popularity during lockdown, but did you know is isn’t automatically 
set to private? That means anyone could video call your child without them having to 
accept. Make sure your child knows to change their privacy settings. Find out more about 
Houseparty safety on NetAware. Livestreaming is becoming a very popular way for young 
people to broadcast themselves on many different apps, to communicate with their friends or 
wider community, just as their favourite celebrities and Vloggers do. Make sure your children 
understand the risks of livestreaming: 

 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/discord/
https://youtu.be/IVI6s_mABRs
http://www.breckfoundation.org/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/online-gaming-advice/the-basics/
https://escb.podbean.com/e/online-safety-youth-involved-sexual-images/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/sexting/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/houseparty/


 

They can’t be edited 

• You can’t erase what people have already seen 

• Personal information might be given away by things said during the stream, things 

shown on camera or even in the background 

• Livestreams can be recorded by others, who can then keep a copy even after the 

stream has ended or expired.   

Find out more about livestreaming and staying safe.  

Online Bullying 

Did you know… just under half of those being investigated for exploiting others online are 
children and most are the same age as the victim. If you’re worried your child might have 
been a victim there's more information on how to get help on our bullying page.  

Our online bullying podcast looks at the pressure from social media and the impact this has 
on young people. The 2 Johns talk about how parents can create a relationship with their 
child that encourages them to tell them about these issues and the support available. 

All About Apps 

With children spending more and more time online over the last few months, there has been 
an explosion in popularity of certain apps and games. TikTok has soared in popularity in 
recent months, with many celebrities getting involved with dances and challenges. If your 
child is using the app, make sure you know the risks involved and how to change privacy 
settings to private. NSPCC’s Net Aware has lots of information on how to make your child’s 
social media secure and a detailed description of the most popular apps, sites and 
games. This printable guide from The Children's Society also has a list of the most popular 
sites and apps. 

Conversation Starters 

"What's your favourite game? Can I play?" 

"Can you show me your favorite TikTok dance/YouTube video?" 

"Have you got online friends? How do you know who they are?" 

Showing an interest in your child's online life will help them feel they are able to come to you 
with any concerns they may have. 

NSPCC - Talking about online safety 

Safer Internet - Talking about online safety 

 

 

https://www.childnet.com/blog/staying-safe-online-whilst-livestreaming
https://www.escb.co.uk/parentcarer/bullying/
https://escb.podbean.com/e/online-safety-bullying/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Grant_shareaware2014&utm_term=nspcc_net_aware&gclid=CjwKCAjwypjVBRANEiwAJAxlIp8KsMr8Od4JNbQdaxWEvgAsD5JFHWo4dMbPH3yqmEwZ0xTR0Kim_hoCehYQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.escb.co.uk/media/2484/a-tcs-guide-to-apps-children-and-young-people-use-safety-social-media_.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/have-conversation#:~:text=What%20tips%20do%20they%20have,Encourage%20them%20to%20help%20someone!


 

Parental controls and security settings 

Parents and carers should be ensuring the settings of the apps and online games that their 
children use are set to private, with location settings turned off, to restrict the ways in which 
they could potentially be targeted by perpetrators. Many apps are public facing 
automatically, and have to be manually set to 'private'. You can use parental controls to help 
you block or filter the content your child sees when searching online. Parental controls are 
also available to help you to: 

• plan what time of day your child can go online and how long for 

• stop them from downloading apps they're too young for  

• manage the content different members of the family can see 

It's important to bear in mind that children and young people can potentially have access to 
the internet anywhere, not just at home. There are wifi hotspots, internet cafes, friends 
house and of course mobile data is available 24/7. So, whilst parental controls are useful, 
the most important thing you can do is have an open and inquisitive relationships with your 
child about their online interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Dates for your Diary  

Tuesday 20 July Charity Fun Day  

Thursday 2 September Autumn Term starts for Years 7 and 12 

Friday 3 September Autumn Term starts for Year 8,9,10, 11 and 13 

 

 Key Dates 
 

Term Dates 2021-2022 

 

Autumn Term 2021 

Wednesday 1 September – 

Friday 17 December  

Half Term 

Monday 25 October - 

Friday 29 October 

 

Spring Term 2022 

Tuesday 4 January - 

Friday 1 April 

Half Term 

Monday 14 February - 

Friday 18 February 

 

Summer Term 2022 

Tuesday 19 April -  

Friday 22 July 

Half Term 

Monday 30 May - 

Friday 3 June 

May Bank Holiday - Monday 2 May 

 

Staff Training Days  

 

Wednesday 1 September 2021 

Friday 26 November 2021 

Monday 29 November 2021  

Tuesday 30 November 2021 

Tuesday 4 January 2022 

 

Letters home  -  Monday 12 July 2021 – Monday 19 July 2021 

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/charity-fun-day 

 

 

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/charity-fun-day

