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Tuesday 9 June 2020
Dear All

I hope you are all keeping safe and continuing to respect social distancing with 
the changes in the rules around lockdown. It has been difficult for all of us to be 
separated from friends and family for the last few weeks, but we need to continue to 
make the right choices to protect ourselves and the wider community. New Zealand 
declared itself Covid-19 free this week. As a nation they reacted very early to the 
pandemic, introduced one of the strictest lockdown approaches and had extensive 
testing. What can we learn from them? Tough action with everyone following the 
rules without exception will help us become Covid-free quicker – I know this is difficult 
but we must resist the urge to meet up with friends in big groups, we must respect 
the 2m social distancing rules and remember to keep washing our hands.

Well done to all of you who have been successfully completing your remote 
learning. I understand how much self-motivation, discipline and resilience it takes 
every day to get up and get on with schoolwork without the support of teachers 
and school friends. It is the same for us teachers! I am particularly impressed with 
how Year 10 and Year 12 students have been using Microsoft Teams to complete 
their work and communicate with their teachers. Over the next half-term we will be 
introducing this approach to Years 7 – 9 students too, with a different year group 
starting to log on to Teams each week, until this becomes our usual way of setting 
work:

• week commencing 15 June 2020 – Year 9 – all subjects apart from English, Maths 
& Science 

• week commencing 22 June 2020 – Year 9 – all subjects, including English, Maths & 
Science

• week commencing 29 June 2020 – Year 7 & Year 8 – all subjects apart from 
English, Maths & Science

• week commencing 6 July 2020  – Year 7 & Year 8 - all subjects, including English, 
Maths & Science

Please do not worry if you have not used Teams before - there is lots of help 
available and we are not expecting you all to be perfect from the start. 



Finally, the Black Lives Matter movement has been challenging all of us to think 
about how we view race and differences in people. I have always believed that it is 
the differences in culture, language and ethnicity etc. that make our community so 
interesting. Some historians announced this week that contrary to what we believed 
before the majority of Romans did not leave Britain but stayed and became part 
of British culture. We live in a diverse and multi-cultural society and we all benefit 
from the diversity and richness of this from the food we eat to the culture we share, 
we need to ensure that we respect and preserve this difference and protect those 
members of the community who are not always treated well. Nelson Mandela said:

“Our differences are our strength as a species and as a world community”

Take some time this week to think about how wonderfully rich our lives are as a result 
of difference in our community. 

Take care and keep safe.

Dr C Cusick
Head of School

Isolation Wellbeing and Mindfulness
Week 7

Monday Write down the things that you value the most.

Tuesday How have you helped others during lockdown?

Wednesday Try to get 8 - 10 hours of sleep tonight.

Thursday What made you laugh or smile today?

Friday What moment this week are you grateful for?

Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Services (ECFWS)

Hannah Clements is a school nurse working at the Essex Child and Family Wellbeing 
Service (ECFWS).  Students are invited to contact Hannah about anything regarding 
their physical or emotional health by ChatHealth Essex 
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/chat-health/



Word of the Week: Discuss this with your families or friends digitally. 
Try to use it in a sentence.  

Challenge: Can you say it twice in conversation today, without the 
other person noticing?  

 
 

 

   

Definition: (abstract noun) good luck in 
making unexpected and fortunate 
discoveries.   

 

 
If you find good things without looking for 
them, serendipity — unexpected good luck 
— has brought them to you. 

Synonyms: 
Good luck 

Fortune 

Auspicious 
 
Antonyms:  

Misfortune 

Bad luck 

Ill-fated 

Word Family?     

The serendipity family  serendipitous  

Similar words? 
Invented in 1754: based on Horace Walpole’s Fairy 
Tale- The Three Princes of Serendip. (The 
characters in the story make lots of lucky new 
discoveries.) 

ity- “the state or quality of”  

Challenge: Can you think of any other words that 
end in ‘-ity’?  

Sentences by subject: 

In History: The accidental 
discovery of penicillin 
was a serendipitous 
moment in history.  

 

In English: Athelney 
Jones believes Sherlock 
Holmes’ previous 
successes to be acts of 
serendipity, rather than a 
result of a series of 
careful deductions.     

Serendipity 

      Word of the Week



Supporting Year 6 Students with TransitionSupporting Year 6 Students with Transition

A request for a photo

Our new students who will be joining us in September, whom many of you will know 
from primary school, have not had the same opportunity to visit and partake in 
transition days in the way that you experienced. We therefore have a little request to 
help to make them feel welcome.

Please can you send an email to Miss Gee rebecca.gee@notleyhigh.com with 
a photograph of yourself with your favourite book from when you were a Year 7 
student - or now, if it's suitable - or a piece of paper saying the title and author, so 
we can add it to some transition work that we are inviting our Year 6 students to 
complete? 

Miss Gee will then put the photographs alongside your names to give the Year 6 
students some faces to connect with in preparation for starting 'BIG school' in the 
next academic year, as well as giving them some excellent choices of reading 
material. 



Year 10 Remote LearningYear 10 Remote Learning

There has been a positive start to the use of Teams for your remote learning. We 
hope you are finding the teacher input useful and it is helping motivate you with 
your learning.

Just a reminder that if you need to access your 
new timetable or need to check how to use any 
elements of Teams, such as entering your class 
team or handing in an assignment, you can use 
the ‘remote learning’ tab on the front page of 
the school website which will direct you to all the 
information you need. 

Asking a question – If you want/need to ask the teacher a question, can you 
please ensure you use the ‘posts’ function on Teams and not email. Your teachers 
will be available during the lesson to support you, but this will be through the 
Teams software and they will be answering questions using the ‘posts’ function. 
This is just like asking a question in class, so please just give it a go if you need any 
support or clarification with the assignments set.
 
 

Handing in work – Please hand in work using the ‘hand in’ function on Teams and 
not email. This way your teacher will see your work quickly and you will get the 
recognition that you have engaged with the learning and submitted your work.
  



     D&T Product Design Competition      D&T Product Design Competition 

Researching Famous Chair Designs

Each week, we will be launching a competition.  We will provide you with a selection 
of famous designs.

Task 1

You need to research the name of the chair, the designer’s name and the date that 
it was designed, by looking at the images shown on the following page.  

A small prize will be sent out to each weekly winner and there will be an overall prize 
of an Amazon voucher for the student that manages to provide correct answers 
every week, which will be sent out at the end of term.

Task 2

Now design your own chair.  Attempt to sketch your design in 3D and use colour.  
Please show the material type through rendering (shading).  

Please annotate and add your name and tutor group to your designs and send a 
photograph of your sketches together with your answers from task 1 to 
design.competition@notleyhigh.com

Good luck!

Essex Music Services are offering Individual online music lessons for students.  If you 
have been having lessons in school you will already have been contacted about 
this.  They are now offering a free 15 minute trial lesson so that you can see what it 
would be like before you sign up.  

  Individual Music Lessons   Individual Music Lessons 



 
 

Task One: You need to research the name of the chair, the designer’s name and 
date it was designed by looking at the images below. A small prize will be sent out to 
each weekly winner. There will be an overall prize of an Amazon voucher for the 
student that manages to get the most entries correct and this will be sent out at the 
end of term. 
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Task Two: Now design your own chair. Attempt to sketch your design in 3D and use 
colour and show material type through rendering (shading). Please annotate and 
add your name. Send a photo of the sketch together with your answers from task 1 
to: design.competition@notleyhigh.com  



              Vowelless Part 1       

In the Maths department we are running a competition for students with House points 
up for grabs!

All you need to do is work out the correct mathematical words from the list where the 
vowels have been removed

Word Answer

PRPRTNL

CNSCTV

QDRLTRL

PRLLL

NGL

RLR

QSTNNR

RCTNGL

SQNC

RHMBS

TSSLLT

FRQNCY

HYPTNS

CRRSPNDNG

LTRNT

NVRS

R

PRBBLTY

SCLN

SMLTNS

Email your teachers with your entry! The winners will be announced in the next bulletin!

Maths and StatisticsMaths and Statistics

  
VWLLSS



Anagram Chocolate bar or sweet name

1 slim stern

2 boy nut

3 seam stir

4 bars trust

5 chin cure

6 buckle eroded
 

7 bolero net

8 silk test

9 clearing fussy
 

10 leave short

11 prep roads 

12 lot obstacle

   Library Competition    Library Competition 

Congratulations to Ewan Marks who won our previous library competition, scoring 
20/20.  Katie Allsop was runner up, scoring 19/20.

Thank you for all your entries. Please enjoy our weekly competitions!

This week’s competition ...

A Sweet Mix

Here are the names of 12 well known chocolate bars or sweets that have been 
mixed up to form anagrams.  

All you have to do is unscramble the letters to give you the name of the chocolate 
bar or sweets and then send your answers to susan.simkins@notleyhigh.com by Friday 
12 June 2020.  Each entry will be awarded 5 House Points and the winning entry will 
be awarded 10 House Points.



   Jack Petchey Birthday Anthem Competition   Jack Petchey Birthday Anthem Competition

A message from the Jack Petchey Foundation:-

Jack Petchey are delighted to announce the launch of our 21st Birthday Anthem 
Competition, a song-writing competition designed to reach young people 
looking for a creative outlet during the current lockdown. 

The competition is free to enter and open to anyone aged 11-25 across London 
and Essex. This is an exciting opportunity to write and record an inspiring song to 
celebrate young people and to look towards a positive future. We hope that the 
competition will not only appeal to young people who are involved in music, but 
also reach those who have harboured a desire to write music but have never 
had the confidence to do it.

The competition will run between 8 June – 31 July 2020, where after 5 shortlisted 
entries will receive online feedback from an industry professional  before honing 
their entry which will be then judged by a select panel of judges including Ruti 
Olajugbagbe, winner of The Voice UK 2018, and Ashley Singh an accomplished 
solo artist and previous Jack Petchey Achievement Award winner. 

The winning singer/group will be awarded £2000 to be spent on music 
equipment or towards a music project/study costs, the opportunity to 
record their track in a professional studio and will be invited to take part in  a 
collaborative performance of their song at one of our high profile events (subject 
to the removal of government restrictions). 

Second place will be awarded £650 and third place £350 to be spent on music 
equipment or towards a music project/study costs.

Competition details including the Terms and Conditions  are available on our 
anthem competition web page via  www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk 

  Essex Libraries  Essex Libraries

Essex County Council has announced its initial plans regarding the reopening of 
libraries in July and full details about that can be found via https://libraries.essex.
gov.uk/news/phased-re-opening-of-essex-libraries/

In the meantime their #LibrariesFromHome offer continues and links to their 
e-library, (for e-books, e-audio, e-comics and e-magazines), online learning 
course, online reference materials and online rhymetimes, storytimes and craft 
sessions can be found via their library catalogue 
https://librarycatalogue.essex.gov.uk/


