
Notley High School &
Braintree Sixth Form

Weekly Bulletin 
Autumn Term -  Friday 6 November 2020 

Dates for your Diary

Thursday 12 November Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Consultation 
Evening Online 

4pm - 7pm

  
Term Dates 2020-2021

Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 2 September -                  

Friday 18 December 
Half Term

Monday 26 October -
Friday 30 October

Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January -

Friday 26 March
Half Term

Monday 15 February -
Friday 19 February

Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April - 

Wednesday  21 July
Half Term

Monday 31 May -
Friday 4 June

May Bank Holiday - Monday 3 May

Staff Training Days 

Wednesday 2 September 2020
Friday 27 November 2020

Monday 30 November 2020
Tuesday 1 December 2020

Monday 4 January 2021
Monday 28 June 2021

Year 7   
 

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Year 12 Year 13 Mixed year groups

 
Dear Parents/Carers

It has been quite a confusing start to the half-term for 
both staff and students with new timetables, changes to 
the break and lesson times and the one-way systems 
around school. I would really like to thank the site team and 
particularly Mrs Andrews for the arrows and signs which 
have helped us all get safely from A to B.

I am particularly proud of the Year 7 students who have 
shown great resilience as they have become familiar with 
the whole school building. They have been stars!

I am often humbled by the personal challenges that students at the school choose to 
undertake. It was lovely to see Ronnie Williams in Year 9 given the Jack Petchey Award for his 
completion of the 2020 Virtual Montana Lakeland 50 event, during which he ran 50 miles over 
7 days to raise money for Dementia UK. I was also very impressed with Jack Ager in Year 7 
who raised money for the Make a Wish charity by unicycling along the Flitch Way over half 
term – in very muddy conditions.

This week I had the opportunity to deliver assemblies to students in Years 7 - 11. We lead 
all our assemblies remotely, so it is always a shame not to be able to see students’ faces. 
I focussed on what is progress and the importance of high aspirations (big dreams), high 

expectations (firm goals) and self-belief to achieve. 
I explained how the reports which are coming 
home soon will help students to understand their 
progress and the learning behaviours will help 
them identify what they can do to make even more 
progress. Mr Rose will be providing parents/carers 
with a link to a video, which explains the format of 
the reports and how to read them.

Have a lovely weekend.

Take care

Dr C Cusick
Head of School

  
Term Dates 2021-2022

Autumn Term 2021
Wednesday 1 September -                  

Friday 17 December 
Half Term

Monday 25 October -
Friday 29 October

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4 January -

Friday 1 April
Half Term

Monday 14 February -
Friday 18 February

Summer Term 2022
Tuesday 19 April - 

Friday 22 July
Half Term

Monday 30 May -
Friday 3 June

May Bank Holiday - Monday 2 May

Staff Training Days 

Wednesday 1 September 2021
Friday 26 November 2021

Monday 29 November 2021
Tuesday 30 November 2021

Tuesday 4 January 2022
Friday 24 June 2022



Safeguarding

Please find below a link to a guide called ‘The Screen Time Diet: Helping your teen find the balance with tech’, which you may find 
of interest. 

https://www.mytutor.co.uk/blog/the-screen-time-diet-helping-your-teen-find-the-balance-with-tech/

Earlier this week we were alerted to a distressing video circulating on social media that some of our students watched. The video 
shows a man trying to grab a girl before she breaks free and runs to a woman for help. The video has since been removed from 
social media. 

Face Coverings on School Buses

Passenger Transport are receiving a lot of feedback from bus operators that students are not always wearing face coverings and 
some are not responding well to being asked to do so. We have been asked to reiterate that students must wear face coverings on 
transport to and from school, unless they are exempt. The face covering needs to be in place as students board the vehicle and 
not be removed until they have completely left the vehicle. This is extremely important to ensure transport can remain in place at 
all schools and the risk of transmission is minimised. The bus drivers are exempt from wearing a face covering.  

If students need to dispose of their face coverings, they should use ‘black bag’ waste bins or litter bins (not recycle bins) – they 
should not leave a face covering on a vehicle when they get off.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-and-
make-a-cloth-face-covering

Remembrance Sunday         
 
Owing to the COVID-19 pandemic and in light of the risks posed, the annual Remembrance Sunday March 
Past the Cenotaph will not take place this year and there will be no service held in Braintree. 

Despite the changes this year, the Royal British Legion are encouraging people across the nations to ensure 
Remembrance Sunday is still marked appropriately by taking part in remote and socially distanced Remembrance activities, 
whether that be watching the service on television or pausing for the Two Minute Silence in their home or on their doorsteps.

As a school all students will have an assembly on the theme of Remembrance in the week commencing Monday 9 November 
2020.

Message from Make Happen “In The Zone” - taking study to the next level for Years 10 to 13 

Thursday 12 November 2020
4.30pm - 5.30pm
Free online session

Make Happen have teamed up with MADE Training to provide students with the tips and skills they need to prepare for exams. 
Whether they are facing end of unit assessments, mocks, or finals, our aim is to help them get the best results they can!

In this session, MADE training provides students in Years 10 to 13 with 40 minutes of top study skills tips. The Make Happen team 
will then provide a little more information about mock exams and how to capitalise on their results. They will also cover how those 
precious transferable skills are linked to exams.

Register via Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/in-the-zone-take-your-study-to-the-next-level-registration-126261719201
Session delivered by Luke, Perry, David and Chloe from the Make Happen team and made training at 
https://www.made-training.com/

The webinar will run from 4.30pm – 5.30pm on Thursday 12  November 2020, and will be 
available via Zoom, which can be accessed via smartphones, tablets or laptops, and PCs. 

Odd Socks Day 

The Anti-Bullying Alliance hold an annual Odd Socks Day and this year it takes place 
on Monday 16 November 2020, at the start of Anti Bullying Week. We encourage all 
students and staff to wear some odd socks as Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun! 
It is an opportunity to encourage people to express themselves and celebrate their 
individuality and what makes us all unique. 

https://www.mytutor.co.uk/blog/the-screen-time-diet-helping-your-teen-find-the-balance-with-tech/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/in-the-zone-take-your-study-to-the-next-level-registration-126261719201
https://www.made-training.com/


Lost Property
 
During last half term, we have collected numerous items of lost property at Student Services, such as: 

• coats
• shoes 
• trainers 
• water bottles 
• lunch boxes
 
Named items will be reunited with their owners.  Please ensure all items are named to enable us to continue to support with 
this in the future.   
 
Due to the lack of space we are unable to store items indefinitely. We will hold the current lost property items until Monday 16 
November, after which uncollected items will be donated to a local charity shop.  
 
Please encourage your child to collect their items from Student Services. 

Coronavirus: Mobile Testing Units
Mobile testing units are at various locations across Essex and they are run by the Ministry of Defence.

To get an appointment at a mobile testing unit:

• check if you meet the criteria for testing click here
• apply online for a coronavirus test click here

Find out more about how the NHS test and trace scheme works.
This information will be updated on a weekly basis. 

Current dates and locations for mobile testing units can be found via:

https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/current-dates-and-locations-for-mobile-testing-units

Attendance
If you need to report your child/children absent, please can you do this by 8.30am on each day of absence, by using one of the 
following methods: 

• Use the Reporting Absence link on the Edulink App

• Use the absence phone lines which are as follows: 

 o Year 7 -  01376 556347 
 o Year 8 -  01376 556348 
 o Year 9 -  01376 556349 
 o Year 10 - 01376 556350 
 o Year 11 - 01376 556351

Could we also ask that, where possible, you give the school at least 24 hours notice with regards to a medical appointment.

If your child needs to leave during the school day for an appointment, could you please remind them that they should sign out 
at Student Services Reception, where they can sign back in on their return.

Letters home this week- Monday 2 November 2020 to Friday 6 November 2020
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/learning-mentors-letter

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/nemat-laptop-purchasing-scheme
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/online-webinar-for-parents-carers-of-students-in-year-10 

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/home-fire-safety-presentation
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/making-safer-journeys-presentation

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/year-10-performance-unlocked
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/heat-of-the-moment-arson-hoax-presentation

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/letter-to-parents-carers-5-november-2020
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/children-in-need-2020

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/library-news-6-november-2020

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested#who-can-be-tested
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/second-confirmed-case-of-covid-19  
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/nemat-laptop-purchasing-scheme
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/home-fire-safety-presentation
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/making-safer-journeys-presentation
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/year-10-performance-unlocked
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/heat-of-the-moment-arson-hoax-presentation 
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/letter-to-parents-carers-5-november-2020
 https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/children-in-need-2020
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/library-news-6-november-2020


 

Hello there! Here we are again, hope you are enjoying our “Library News”                                 

Don’t forget—if you want to send us any articles or features for the newsletter please 

do—we would love to hear from you.  So, what’s new this time? Our lovely newsletter is 

packed with regular features including “On This Day in History”, “Author of the Month” 

and we also have a new competition “Whose Hat is  This?” House points are up for 

grabs for correct entries so send us your  answers by 18 November!  Thanks to everyone 

who sent us competition entries for the last edition—full details of winners and prizes be-

low. Have fun! Mrs Osborn & Mrs Simkins 

A big well done and thank you to everyone who took part in our competitions.                   

We are pleased to announce the following winners. 

11C2 

9P1 
7C1,10C2, 8F1 & 8F2 

A special mention and bonus House points to 8C2 who took part in all the competitions 

Winners will receive a goody bag and House points. Everyone who takes part 

in a competition will receive House points. Well done! 



 

 

“Remember, remember the fifth of November, 

Gunpowder treason and plot. 

We see no reason 

Why gunpowder treason 

Should ever be forgot!” 

It may come as a surprise that there is an island named after 

him. To the north-west of Santa Cruz Island in the Galapagos            

Islands, a collection of two uninhabited, crescent-shaped islands 

is named Isla Guy Fawkes, or Guy Fawkes Island. 

Guy Fawkes was not the Gun Powder Plot’s ring leader. There were 13 involved 

in the plot, masterminded by Robert Catesby. Catesby was a charismatic 

Catholic figure who had a reputation for speaking out against the King. But it 

was Fawkes who was caught red-handed with 36 barrels of gunpowder, and 

for two days he was the only conspirator who the King’s men had captured.  

The Houses of Parliament are still searched once a year to make sure there are 

no conspirators with explosives hiding! This has become more of a tradition 

than a  serious anti-terrorist precaution. 

Guy Fawkes was not hanged, drawn and quartered, the traditional punishment for traitors. 

To avoid this grisly punishment Fawkes leapt to his death from the gallows. He died from a 

broken neck. 

The Cellar that Guy Fawkes tried to blow up no longer exists.                                    

Ironically it was destroyed in a fire in 1834. 

The story of Guy Fawkes and his attempt to kill the King and blow up 

Parliament is well-known. The  famous  conspirator smuggled 36         

barrels of gunpowder into the cellar of the House of Lords.                       

Every year we remember this in our Bonfire Night celebrations.                    

Here are some interesting facts that you might not know about   

Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot! 



 

 

In the first issue of our library newsletter a few weeks ago, I introduced you to my 

pet dog, Jasper.  So in this edition of the newsletter I thought I would tell you more 

about Jasper and include another picture of him. 

Here he is with one of his favourite toys. 

Jasper is 12 years old. He celebrated his                

birthday last month and he even had his own 

birthday cake, a special dog one of course, 

which he enjoyed very much. 

He is a cross between a labrador and a             

dalmatian and he has quite a long tail that is 

constantly wagging.  He loves to play ball 

and go for walks in the park but he also loves 

to cuddle up on the sofa with us especially in 

the evening. 

We have had him since he was 3 months old 

and he very much a part of the family. 

In the next edition of the newsletter I thought it would be nice if we could include 

some photos and information about your pets.  If you would like to send me a                

photo and a little bit of information about them we will feature this                                          

in ‘Pet Corner’ next time. 

Also anyone that sends me an article will receive a House point. 

The address to send this to is susan.simkins@notleyhigh.com 

mailto:susan.simkins@notleyhigh.com


 

 

 

Inspired by our feature on Guy Fawkes and his iconic hat, our competition 

this week is “Whose Hat is This?” Below are 12 pictures of famous hat wearers, 

some are historical famous people, others are characters from books or films! 

 1)  2)  3)  4) 

 5)  6)  7)  8) 

 12)  11)  10)  9) 

All you have to do is identify them! House points will be awarded for taking part and bonus 

points awarded to the winners! Email your answers to susan.simkins@notleyhigh.com or  

katrina.osborn@notleyhigh.com by 18 November to win House points. Good luck! 



 

 

Jacky got her first job working in magazines when she was just                   

seventeen. She was such a typical teenager that they called the               

magazine 'Jackie' after her. 

She spends so much time visiting schools that nowadays she writes most of her stories 

on trains. Luckily she writes all her books by hand in a little notebook so she can keep 

on writing. 

Jacky has always loved telling stories. When she was young she made hundreds and 

hundreds of paper dolls. These were her first 'characters'. They were the kind of girls 

who had a lot of problems in their lives but they coped with them by escaping into the 

inner world of their imagination.  

Jacky's first book was published when she was 24. She started by writing crime novels 

for adults but has been writing for children since 1973. She has written over 50 books for 

children and has won many prizes, including the Children's Book Award twice, which 

gives her great pleasure as it is voted for by children.  

In 2002 Jacqueline was awarded the OBE for services to literacy in schools and from 

2005 to 2007 she was the Children’s Laureate.  In 2008 she became Jacqueline Wilson. 

Of her own books she likes Double Act and The Illustrated Mum the best. When Jacky's 

not writing, she's reading. 

Jacky swims 50 lengths before breakfast every morning and gets the rest of her                  

exercise from line dancing, which she loves.   



 

 

 

Give your little grey cells a workout with our library themed wordsearch! 


