
Notley High School &
Braintree Sixth Form

Weekly Bulletin 
Autumn Term -  Friday 20 November 2020 

Dates for your Diary

Friday 27 November Staff Training Day (no students)

  
Term Dates 2020-2021

Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 2 September -                  

Friday 18 December 
Half Term

Monday 26 October -
Friday 30 October

Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January -

Friday 26 March
Half Term

Monday 15 February -
Friday 19 February

Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April - 

Wednesday  21 July
Half Term

Monday 31 May -
Friday 4 June

May Bank Holiday - Monday 3 May

Staff Training Days 

Wednesday 2 September 2020
Friday 27 November 2020

Monday 30 November 2020
Tuesday 1 December 2020

Monday 4 January 2021
Monday 28 June 2021

Year 7   
 

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Year 12 Year 13 Mixed year groups

Dear Parents/Carers

It has been a challenging week for all of us with positive cases within our school community, 
a situation echoed in local schools as well as nationally. We have been really pleased with 
the high levels of attendance and engagement in the remote learning, which despite some 
initial technical issues, is generally progressing well.  Thank you to all the parents/carers 
who have been supporting their children from home, we fully appreciate that this adds 
another pressure to family life at these already difficult times. 

I would also like to thank you all for your feedback about remote learning. It is great to hear 
all the positive experiences but it is also very important that you let us know if there are any 
issues so that we can address them. If you have any specific technical questions or issues 
about accessing Teams, please email ITsupport@notleyhigh.com. However, if you have any 
queries about specific lessons or subjects, please email the individual teacher. 

Last week, we had the second part of the new Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Consultation 
Evenings.  We undertook these meetings remotely and the feedback was positive with 
parents/carers, teachers, and students all finding it a valuable experience. We will be 
organising similar events for each year group at key points in the coming academic year.

Finally, I would like to thank the catering team who have worked very hard to find a  COVID-
safe way that we can provide a break service to all year groups. From next week, all 
students will have a space that their bubble can go to in order to get a snack at break as 
well as at lunchtime. Also, we are putting the final touches to our plans for Christmas lunch, 
which we will share with you as soon as possible.

Have a great weekend.

Take care
 
Dr C Cusick
Head of School

Braintree Sixth Form Applications for Year 12 2021

Applications for Braintree Sixth Form Year 12 September 2021 are 
open on our website. You can apply online here:
https://www.braintreesixthform.com/applications 

Thank you very much for all applications received since these 
opened on 4 November 2020. Students in Year 11 who would like to apply should do so as 
soon as possible. The deadline for applications to be submitted is 22 January 2021. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

  
Term Dates 2021-2022

Autumn Term 2021
Wednesday 1 September -                  

Friday 17 December 
Half Term

Monday 25 October -
Friday 29 October

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4 January -

Friday 1 April
Half Term

Monday 14 February -
Friday 18 February

Summer Term 2022
Tuesday 19 April - 

Friday 22 July
Half Term

Monday 30 May -
Friday 3 June

May Bank Holiday - Monday 2 May

Staff Training Days 

Wednesday 1 September 2021
Friday 26 November 2021

Monday 29 November 2021
Tuesday 30 November 2021

Tuesday 4 January 2022
Friday 24 June 2022

https://www.braintreesixthform.com/applications 


School Closure Days

A reminder that the school is closed to students on Friday 27 November, Monday 30 November and Tuesday 1 December for staff 
training days.

Safeguarding - Introducing Ollee – a virtual friend

Ollee is a digital friend for younger students and children aged 8-11, created by Parent Zone and funded by BBC Children in 
Need’s A Million & Me initiative, which aims to make a difference to children’s emotional wellbeing.

It’s designed to help children reflect on how they feel and to process their experiences with the support and help of their parents 
and carers – and it does this by offering them advice about a range of subjects: school, family, friends, their body, the internet and 
the world.

For each of these subjects, children can choose an emotion that matches how they feel about it: happy, angry, sad, confused, 
frustrated, stressed or worried.

Next, they can choose from a list of topics – for instance, a child who was worried about school might be able to select ‘I haven’t 
done my homework’ as the cause of their worry. Finally, they’ll see a page of advice about the topic, presented in child-friendly 
bite-sized chunks they can read then or save for later.

You can find more information and download the Ollee app here: https://parentzone.org.uk/Ollee

Coronavirus: Mobile Testing Units
Mobile testing units are at various locations across Essex and they are run by the Ministry of Defence.

To get an appointment at a mobile testing unit:

• check if you meet the criteria for testing click here
• apply online for a coronavirus test click here

Find out more about how the NHS test and trace scheme works.
This information will be updated on a weekly basis. 

Current dates and locations for mobile testing units can be found via:

https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/current-dates-and-locations-for-mobile-testing-units

Attendance
If you need to report your child/children absent, please can you do this by 8.30am on each day of absence, by using one of the 
following methods: 

• Use the Reporting Absence link on the Edulink App

• Use the absence phone lines which are as follows: 

 o Year 7 -  01376 556347 
 o Year 8 -  01376 556348 
 o Year 9 -  01376 556349 
 o Year 10 - 01376 556350 
 o Year 11 - 01376 556351

Could we also ask that, where possible, you give the school at least 24 hours notice with regards to a medical appointment.

If your child needs to leave during the school day for an appointment, could you please remind them that they should sign out at 
Student Services Reception, where they can sign back in on their return.

   Letters home this week- Monday 16 November 2020 to Friday 20 November 2020

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/lockdown-letter-to-parents-and-carers

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested#who-can-be-tested
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works
https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/current-dates-and-locations-for-mobile-testing-units
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/lockdown-letter-to-parents-and-carers


 

  

 

        

20 November 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Save the Children - Christmas Jumper Day 2020  
 

The school will be having a Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 11 December 2020 to raise 

money for the Save the Children Appeal.   

 

The money raised for the Save the Children Appeal goes towards providing children with a 

better and brighter future both here in the UK and abroad.  

 

Students will be asked to make a £1 donation.  Unfortunately, we are unable to accept cash 

or cheque donations due to the current climate, but we would be very grateful for your 

donations by ParentPay. 

 

Please note this is not a non-uniform day and so students are still expected to wear their 
normal uniform. However they are allowed to wear a Christmas jumper on top of their school 
shirt.  Students do not need to buy a new jumper – they could decorate or swap an old one.  
Hair must not be dyed an unnatural colour, even temporarily.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support.  For more information about Save the Children 

please visit https://christmasjumperday.org/ 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs J Godfree 

Assistant Headteacher – KS3 

 

https://christmasjumperday.org/


  

  

 

 

 

 

The formula is simple: the higher the speed, the longer the stopping distance, the 
harder the crash and the greater the risk of death and injury. No Need to Speed is a 
reminder to everyone of how the speed they travel affects other people. 

In a crash, 1mph can mean the difference between life and death, but we know that 
people still regularly break speed limits or travel too fast for the conditions of the road. 
With someone injured on a UK road every four minutes, and vehicle speed playing a 
part in every crash, it’s time to come together to say that there is No Need to Speed. 

Every time we’re on the road we need to consider what speed is appropriate to keep 
ourselves and others safe. Everyone knows that roads have speed limits, but do we 
understand what appropriate speed is, what leads some people to travel too fast, and 
what are the solutions that can make sure people move at safe speeds? 

Slower traffic can help make places feel more welcoming for the people who live, work 

and play in them. This can mean more people choosing to walk and cycle to get around 

and more people interacting with each other on the street, creating fitter, healthier and 

happier communities. This Road Safety Week, we want everyone to learn that there 

is No Need to Speed and to find out just why speed matters for safe and healthy 

journeys. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

News Release - Vision Zero: No more deaths on Essex roads 

How many people dying on the roads in Essex every year do you think is 

acceptable? …….. 5?  20?  42? (42 is the actual number of people that died on our 

roads last year). What if some of them were your family, your friends, neighbours, 

colleagues? When you think of it like this, isn’t one person killed one too many? 

Human beings make mistakes, but is it right that, sometimes, even a small mistake 

means that someone will not be going home? 

Today, the Safer Essex Roads Partnership (SERP) is launching Vision Zero. Vision 

Zero is our ambition to have ZERO road deaths and serious injuries on roads in the 

Essex, Southend and Thurrock council areas by 2040.   

Councillor Lesley Wagland, Chairman of the SERP Governance Board said: “I 

completely support Vision Zero, and am urging all leaders of Councils, emergency 

services and businesses, together with the people of Essex, to prevent these 

unacceptable and avoidable tragedies. As our roads get ever busier, we must not 

lose sight of what really matters – people’s safety. I know all our partners are totally 

committed to achieving Vision Zero, but it will only succeed if everyone who uses the 

roads in Essex is prepared to share this vision and work with us to achieve it”.   

We are looking forward to working with anyone and everyone who shares our vision 

of zero deaths and serious injuries on Essex roads. If you’d like to know more or 

want to contribute please contact us at saferessexroads   

We all recognise the enormity of this challenge. To get to zero by 2040, we need to 

halve the current number of deaths and serious injuries by 2030 which we know will 

involve many changes and will require the commitment of all communities and 

organisations, as well as each individual road user.   

We feel that the passion behind Vision Zero is captured by the impact of this film 

from The Transport Accident Commission Victoria (Australia) Towards Zero  

We hope you will find it as inspiring as we did. 

Notes to Editors: 

SERP partners will prepare a draft strategy for consultation by May 2021, but already 

some elements are clear; they will include the adoption of a “safe system” approach 

which has humans at its heart, and the adoption of a strategy of ‘unpredictable 

visibility’ for speed enforcement.  

mailto:saferessexroads@essexhighways.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2tOye9DKdQ
http://www.towardszerofoundation.org/thesafesystem/


The consultation document will seek to engage with the widest range of road users 

and residents in an effort to involve the whole community.  

If we do nothing, by 2040 another 840 people may die on the roads in Essex and 

another 16,000 people may be seriously injured. The cost to all services would be 

around five thousand million (5 billion) pounds by 2040. In every possible way, it 

makes sense to invest in road safety. Vision Zero is an international campaign. 



 

Greetings! Hope you are all well. We just wanted to give a big shout out to say thank 

you to everyone who has been in touch—it really is lovely to hear from you all. As  

promised we have included  your articles in this edition of the newsletter; we have 

some lovely pet updates in “Pets Corner“ so take a look!  What do we have on offer this 

time? Our lovely newsletter is packed with regular features including “On This Day in          

History”, “Pets Corner” and we also have a new competition.  If you want to send us 

any articles or features for the newsletter please do—we would love to hear from you. 

Our next edition is on 4 December—competition deadline is 2 December. Winners  of 

the previous competition are announced below. Have fun!  Mrs Osborn & Mrs Simkins 

A big well done and thank you to everyone who took part in our competition “Whose 

hat is this?”  We are pleased to announce the following winners! 

Winners will receive 5 House Points. Everyone who takes part in a competition 

will receive 1 House Point. Well done!  

 
We are going to be trialling a new click and collect library book service for Years 

7 and 8 students. If all goes well (fingers crossed) we hope to roll this out to the 

wider school community in the New Year. Watch this space for updates. 



 

 

We have just read your lovely pets corner and seen your beautiful dog 
and would love to tell you about our pets. Max is our handsome liver and 
white male English Springer Spaniel aged 3 years. We have had him since 
he was 8 weeks old. He enjoys playing tug of war and his favourite treat is 
cheese! He is incredibly affectionate towards everyone.  He has a cuddly 
toy that he finds and snuggles with when he is tired called Wolfie. Max is 
scared of fireworks and dislikes going in the car. He absolutely loves 
meeting new people and can find family members including Nanny and 
Grandad by name. 

Max has been with us since he was 5 months old. He flew 
over from Cyprus to Paris, then hopped onto the Eurostar to 
the UK! Max is a very lucky dog now. Sadly his life along with 
all his brothers and sisters didn't have a great start to life. As 
soon as their mum gave birth, they were taken away and 
put into a big industrial bin. Thankfully someone saw what  

Coco is our beautiful 1 year old                 
Chocolate Cocker Spaniel. We 
have had her since she was 8 
weeks old.  She absolutely loves 
to steal your socks and share 
your food! Her favourite treat is 
anything you give her and she 
can hear a food packet     
opening from miles away!  She 
dislikes unfamiliar dogs but is   
incredibly affectionate towards 
her family.  She also likes to wash 
and groom Max's ears! 

Our newest family member is Percy the 
8 week old Syrian hamster. We have 
only had him 1 week but already he is 
getting to know us. He is nocturnal so 
sleeps during the day and wakes up 
during the evening. He loves to whizz 
round in his hamster 
wheel and his               
favourite food is             
cucumber. 
From Chloe 7T2 and 

Jack 10T2 

Lucy is a Lhasa Apso who is one 

year old and she celebrated her 

first birthday on 2 October.  Lucy 

loves to lie on her back and she 

always greets you with a waggy 

tail and covers you in licks. In the 

evenings, she likes to cuddle up on 

the sofa next to you slowly drifting 

off to sleep.  

We have had 

her since she 

was 12 weeks 

old and now 

we could not 

imagine life 

without her. 

was happening and reported it 
to their police department. They 
were all rescued by Second 
Chance for Life in Cyprus. They 
help all dogs who have been 
abused, mistreated, abandoned 
in Cyprus.  

Max has his brother in Braintree 
and a sister in White Notley. All 
puppies are all in living forever 
homes. Even mum has made it         
 to the UK!  From Freya -7C2 

From Rebecca 7F2 

MAX 

COCO 

PERCY 

MAX 

LUCY 



 

 

To celebrate the 65th birthday of the Guinness Book of World Records our competition is 

“True or False?” Below are 9 record breaking facts; all you need to do is work out if they are 

true or false.  House Points are up for grabs, email your answers by 2 December to               

susan.simkins@notleyhigh.com or katrina.osborn@notleyhigh.com. Good luck! 

The record for the longest 

ears on a dog is 34.9 cm.                              

Answer: 

Question 1 True or False? 

Question 4 True or False? 

Question 7 True or False? 

Question 2 True or False? 

Question 5 True or False? 

Question 8 True or False? 

Question 3 True or False? 

Question 6 True or False? 

Question 9 True or False? 

The most piercings, single 

count, in a male is 363.                     

Answer: 

The Longest recorded 

moustache is 6.1 metres. 

Answer: 

James Rawlings balanced a               

chainsaw on his chin for 9 

minutes and 1 second. Answer: 

The largest collection of Pokemon 

memorabilia stands at 17,127 

items!  Answer: 

The heaviest carrot weighs  

22.44lb—that’s 22 bags of 

sugar! Answer: 

The longest noodle measures 

3km long!  Answer: 

The largest human mattress 

dominoes consists of 1842 

people?  Answer: 

The most people lifted and 

thrown in 2 minutes by a female 

is 12 people. Answer: 



 

 

 

This week’s recipe is Bruce Bogtrotters Chocolate Cake recipe from Roald Dahl’s “Matilda” 

If you make this wonderful, delicious cake, don’t forget to send us a photo of it                          

(before you scoff the lot!) so we can include your amazing creations                                                         

in the next edition of the newsletter 



 

Written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle the story marks the first appearance of 
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson. It was published in Beeton’s Christmas  
Annual in 1887. Conan Doyle went on to write 56 short stories featuring Sherlock Holmes. 

Looking for a GOOD READ? Check out these suggestions from 

Sherlock Holmes' first story                  

"A Study in Scarlet" is accepted 

by publisher Ward and Lock , 

and receives a payment of £25. 

 

If you like adventure stories, then perhaps you would enjoy reading 

the Alex Rider book series. These are books about a  

teenage James Bond who travels all over the world and 

even to outer space. These books also give you            

interesting facts about different places around the world 

and is largely based on fact, except that MI6 recruited a    

teenage boy as a spy! They’re exciting and full of        

adventure, twists and surprises. 

If you have already read these, you may also enjoy the 

Artemis Fowl book series. This is also about a teenage 

boy, but instead of a hero, he is a bit of an evil master-

mind. When he discovers that fairies do actually exist, he 

spots a chance to earn himself some gold. However, 

things don’t quite turn out how he thought!  These are 

books about a cunning boy and a slightly rogue fairy. 

If you have read and enjoyed this, you might also enjoy Harry Potter, 

which, as I’m sure you know, are also books about magic. Follow  

Harry Potter and his adventures through a world of magic.  If these 

are already a series you have read then you will definitely enjoy The 

Wizards of Once or even The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings if you 

want a little more challenge. 

      I hope that you enjoy these books and it helps you  

       find your favourite – Ethan 

Have you read a good 

book lately? Why not 

tell us all about it. Send 

us your reviews and we 

will feature them on the 

Library catalogue.  Log 

on to the library system 

to see what other                   

students at Notley have 

been reading! 



 

 

 



 

 

 

This is a photograph of our art wall in the library at Notley and it is in 

need of some fresh pieces of art. 

I am looking for anyone that likes drawing or colouring to send me a 

picture that I can add to my art wall and then I will add updated 

photos of this in forthcoming newsletters displaying the new pieces. 

If you would like to create a piece of art for the art wall then this                    

can be given to your tutor and they will pass it to Mrs Simkins or               

Mrs Osborn. Please include your name and tutor group on the piece 

so we can award House points.  


