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Dates for your Diary 

Monday 16 March Year 11 GCSE Geography Trip, Walton-on-
the-Naze

8am - 5pm

Tuesday 17 March Year 8 Bikeability Level 3 Course 9am - 12pm

Tuesday 17 March Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ Consultation 
Evening

4pm - 7pm

Thursday 19 March Year 13 A Level Politics Trip to The 
Parliamentary Education Centre, London

7.30am - 2pm

  
Term Dates 2019-2020

Autumn Term 2019
Monday 2 September -                  

Friday 20 December 
Half Term

Monday 28 October -
Friday 1 November

Spring Term 2020
Monday 6 January -

Friday 3 April
Half Term

Monday 17 February -
Friday 21 February

Summer Term 2020
Monday 20 April - 
Monday 20 July

Half Term
Monday 25 May -

Friday 29 May
May Bank Holiday - Friday 8 May

Staff Training Days
Monday 2 September 2019

Wednesday 27 November 2019
Friday 6 December 2019
Friday 31 January 2020
Tuesday 23 June 2020
Monday 20 July 2020

  
Term Dates 2020-2021

Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 2 September -                  

Friday 18 December 
Half Term

Monday 26 October -
Friday 30 October

Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January -

Friday 26 March
Half Term

Monday 15 February -
Friday 19 February

Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April - 

Wednesday  21 July
Half Term

Monday 31 May -
Friday 4 June

May Bank Holiday - Monday 3 
May

Staff Training Days TBA

Sport Fixtures 
Monday 16 March 2020 - Friday 20 March 2020

Wednesday 18 March 3.30pm - 6pm U13 District Netball - The Helena 
Romanes School and Sixth Form Centre

Year 7   
 

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Year 12 Year 13 Mixed year groups

Assemblies this week...

Assemblies Years 7 - 11 “The story of David and Goliath”

Mr Ager, Student Mentor, Christian Youth Outlook, led assemblies this week, to all 
Houses, on the story of David and Goliath

While it’s often seen as a classic primary school-age tale, the message is very 
significant for us all:  No-one wanted to face Goliath due to his intimidating size, so 
the Israelites were already defeated before battle had commenced...until David 
stepped up.  He knew that doing nothing wasn’t an option and this attitude enabled 
him to take Goliath on and achieve victory for the entire nation.  Some of us have 
our own ‘Goliath’ at the moment (friendship issues, revision stresses, a tough decision 
to make), where the scale of the issue is such that we just don’t know how to begin 
facing it...and so choose not to!  When that happens, ‘Goliath’ wins because he is in 
control of us.
Among the examples given, the story of Stephen Hawking is quite fitting.  When 
he was diagnosed with MND at 18, he was told this particular condition meant he 
had two years to live.  Hawking initially decided to give up on his university dreams, 
despite being noted for a bright future.  It was his doctor and closest friends who 
convinced him otherwise, encouraging him to make the most of the time he had left.  
Hawking lived for another 55 years - over half a century longer than expected.  In 
that time he published books, presented theories that continue to support scientists 
around the world; he debated and reasoned with others and continued to be one of 
the most influential scientists who has ever lived until shortly before his death in 2018.  

The amazing part of all of this is that for many years he could only communicate by 
moving his cheek a few millimetres which was tracked by a sophisticated computer 
system.  Did Hawking’s Goliath control him, or did he control Goliath?

Students have been challenged to focus on their Goliaths this week and to develop 
the resilience that allows them to take control of their given situation.  



Collecting Students from School

Please may we remind parents/carers that when collecting their child/children from school, or when attending 
any meetings, they are required to report to Campus Reception upon arrival on site.  Parents/carers will then be 
directed as appropriate.  Many thanks for your support with this.

The Jack Petchey Foundation 

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme is designed to publicly recognise the achievements and 
contributions of Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form students.   

Anyone can nominate a student who has achieved something special.  This could be for excellence in a sporting 
activity, a personal challenge, raising funds for charity – in fact anything which is a ‘personal best’ for that student. 
Each month, staff and the senior prefect team read the nominations and select a winner.  The chosen student will 
be able to decide how to ‘spend’ £250!  Ideas for spending the money could be a donation to a children’s charity, 
buying equipment for a department, hiring a specialist worker such as a theatre artist, fitness coach or guest 
speaker, arranging a special trip. 

You can nominate via the school website https://www.notleyhigh.com/rewards-and-awards/jack-petchey-award-
scheme/jack-petchey-nomination-form or the school library has paper nomination forms. 

For more information of the scheme visit: www.jackpetcheyfoundation.org.uk

School Equipment

All students are expected to have the required equipment in every lesson:

• Blue and/or black writing pens
• Pencil
• Ruler
• Scientific calculator 

Students Phoning Home

Students should not be contacting home during the school day on their mobile phones, as they are not permitted 
to use phones during the school day. If they do, they will have their phones confiscated for the rest of the day. If 
students need to contact home, they must go to Student Services, who will arrange for them to contact home if 
necessary. Any urgent issues or messages to do with students should be communicated via Reception, who can 
direct these to the most appropriate person. If students are ill and need to be sent home, a first aider will contact 
home and advise parents/carers.

Parents/carers are reminded that they should not come to school to collect their children without letting us know 
in advance. If this happens and a child tries to sign out of school, we have no way of knowing whether or not this is 
a legitimate request. If a child leaves and we do not know that they have done so with a parent or carer, staff will 
look for the child as a safeguarding concern. This is not an effective use of staff time and can be very worrying for 
both staff and parents and carers. We appreciate your co-operation in this matter.

Contacting the School

If parents/carers have any concerns, the following procedure is in place:-

Contact 1:  Tutor – via email or telephone call via Student Services 01376 556300

Contact 2:  Student Support Officers – via email or telephone call via Student Services 01376 556300

Contact 3:  Head of House – via email or telephone call via Student Services 01376 556300

We will aim to respond to contact from parents/carers within 2 school days in the first instance.

Reporting Absence

For parents/carers wishing to report their child/children absent, could you please do this by 8.30am on each day of 
absence, by using either of the following methods:

Use the Reporting Absence link on the Edulink App, or use the absence phone lines which are as follows:
Year 7 – 01376 556347  
Year 8 – 01376 556348 
Year 9 - 01376 556349
Year 10 - 01376 556350
Year 11 - 01376 556351



Coronavirus

Please can we ask that if you or your child/children have been tested for Coronavirus, you inform the school as 
soon as possible by contacting Campus Reception on 01376 556300 or via email enquiries@notleyhigh.com  Please 
advise whether the result of a test is positive or negative.  It would also be helpful if you could let the school know if 
you or your child/children have visited any affected areas, please.

The guidance below is taken from https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-
guidance

The advice for anyone in any setting is to follow these main guidelines.

1. If you have been in contact with someone with coronavirus or have returned from an affected area identified 
by the Chief Medical Officer as high risk and you are feeling unwell with a cough, difficulty breathing or fever, 
stay at home and use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service or call NHS 111.

2. Wash your hands more often than usual, for 20 seconds using soap and hot water, particularly after coughing, 
sneezing and blowing your nose, or after being in public areas where other people are doing so. Use hand 
sanitiser if that’s all you have access to.

3. To reduce the spread of germs when you cough or sneeze, cover your mouth and nose with a tissue, or your 
sleeve (not your hands) if you don’t have a tissue, and throw the tissue away immediately. Then wash your 
hands or use a hand sanitising gel.

4. Clean and disinfect regularly touched objects and surfaces using your regular cleaning products to reduce the 
risk of passing the infection on to other people.

At the current time and based on our understanding of what is known of COVID-19 and other similar respiratory 
viruses, it is likely that older people and those with chronic medical conditions may be vulnerable to severe disease. 
As more information emerges, recommendations may change.

The guidance below is taken from https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

How to avoid catching or spreading coronavirus

Do

•	 wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds

•	 always wash your hands when you get home or into work

•	 use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available

•	 cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze

•	 put used tissues in the bin straight away and wash your hands afterwards

•	 try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell

Don’t

•	 do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean

What guidance has the Government given regarding coronavirus?

Schools and parents/carers should refer to the latest information and advice from the Department of Health and 
Social Care and Public Health England to get the most up to date guidance from Government. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public

What guidance has the Government given to schools regarding providing advice to pupils, staff and parents about 
coronavirus? 

The Government has published guidance for schools and other educational settings in providing advice for pupils, 
students, staff and parents about the novel coronavirus, COVID-19. The following link will take you to that advice: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19



Letters home this week - Monday 9 March  2020 to Friday 13 March 2020
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/yoyo-project-presentation

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/year-11-post-mock-exams
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/take-your-child-to-work-day-initiative

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/coro
https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/coronavirus-letter-2

Self-Isolating - Coronavirus:

If you are required to self-isolate due to Coronavirus, this guidance may be useful https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-
coronavirus-covid-19-infection

We hope that you will understand that currently, as a precaution, we will not shake hands when greeting visitors to 
our school.


