
 

 

 

23 May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

We hope that you and your families are well in these challenging times. 
 
As we approach the end of this half term, we would like to update you on several areas. 
Initially, thank you for your support during the recent weeks. This has been a challenging 
time for all of us and the ever-changing situation has made planning and decision making 
difficult.  
 
Two staff are officially leaving us, at the end of the week. Mrs Boyd, who has finished her 
maternity leave cover in our Modern Foreign Languages Faculty and has made a huge positive 
impression on both staff and students in the relatively short time she has been with us. We 
must also say goodbye to Mrs Hall, who has been at the school since September 2009. We 
will miss her enthusiasm and energy as well as her extensive subject knowledge and 
professionalism. Her commitment to the school is most evident in the fantastic school 
productions she has been involved in. We wish both good luck for the future.  
 
As you are aware, from September 2020, Years 7- 11 are moving from a vertical tutor group 
system to a year group system. Students will still remain in Houses, but will be in a tutor group 
with students in their year group. Each year group will have a Head of Year to look after them. 
They will be called Raising Standards Leaders (RSLs) and they will be working with the tutors 
to help students learn, achieve and grow as individuals. These are the RSLs for each year 
group: 
 

Year 7  Miss Murdoch 
Year 8  Mrs Swan 
Year 9  Mr Harrington 
Year 10 Mrs Greatrex 
Year 11  Mr Burge and Mrs Wallace 

 
We will let students know about tutors and tutor groups towards the end of next half term. 
 
There have been many reports in the media concerning when schools will or won’t open and 
what the nature of any school provision may be. At the time of writing this letter we are still 
waiting for more detailed guidance from the Government on specific expectations for 
secondary schools. If the guidelines follow the primary school expectations, the key factor will 
be the risk assessment we have completed to ensure the safety and welfare for the students 
and the staff.  
 
Remote Learning   
After half term, we will be changing the nature of the curriculum delivery. I have sent out a 
separate letter for each year group with details of the remote learning, please check your 
emails. Please refer to the Remote Learning section on the website for more support and 
guidance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
We appreciate that not all students have access to IT facilities at home and may struggle 
with the new approach to curriculum delivery for Year 10 students. If you feel that your child 
would benefit from using a computer in school to complete the lessons, please contact the 
school or send an email to enquiries@notleyhigh.com  A member of staff will be in touch as 
soon as possible.  
  
Student Supervision in School  
The school is closed to students next week, however after half term we anticipate 
that supervision will continue for the children of key workers and other students as agreed by 
the school.   
 
If you are a key worker and would like to access student supervision then please contact the 
school or send an email to enquiries@notleyhigh.com. We require proof of eligibility either 
through a letter from your employer or a copy of a photo ID badge with your name and place 
of work clearly indicated.   
 
Face Masks  
We anticipate you may consider your child attending school and requesting to wear a face 
mask. Government guidance states that masks and face coverings are not recommended in 
schools.  There is currently no convincing evidence that they protect the wearer and if used 
incorrectly they can put children and others at risk of infection.  The school is therefore 
discouraging the wearing of masks and face coverings by students and staff.  The school 
recommends that you read the government advice which can be found here:    
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-
measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-
protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#personal-protective-equipment-
ppe-including-face-coverings-and-face-masks  
 
If you and your child decide that they wish to wear a face covering, please sign and return 
the consent form attached to this bulletin, either via email or when your child attends school 
for the first time, confirming that you have discussed the following guidance for the safe use 
and disposal of face coverings with your child and that your child understands this.  The 
school does not accept any liability if your child does not use and dispose of their face 
covering safely. If your child requests to wear a face mask without your signed consent form, 
they will not be permitted to do so.  
 
If wearing a face covering children and adults should:  
 

• wash hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand 
sanitiser before putting a face covering on, and after removing it; 

• when wearing a face covering, avoid touching the face or face covering, to 
avoid contamination with germs from hands;  

• change the face covering if it becomes damp or if it has been touched; 
• continue to wash hands regularly;  
• change and wash the face covering daily;  
• if the material is washable, wash in line with manufacturer’s instructions after 

each use. If it’s not washable, dispose of it carefully with domestic waste;  
• practise social distancing wherever possible.  
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Kindness  

This week is Mental Health Awareness Week and the theme is Kindness. I am sure that 
these themes are decided a long time in advance, but it seems particularly relevant for now. 
Since the start of the Coronavirus crisis, there have been lots of stories of people being kind 
and generous with friends, neighbours and strangers. I heard of one Year 7 student who, as 
part of an English “passing it on” project, put some food outside his house asking people to 
take what they need and replace it with something they don’t need to share with others – 
what a fantastic kind idea!  

Kindness, however, is not only about how we behave towards other people, we also need to 
be kind to ourselves. There are lots of pressures on people today to think, behave or look a 
certain way. We need to remember to be kind to ourselves, so have a laugh, relax and make 
sure that you have fun, especially when times are challenging.  

It doesn’t have to take a lot, cause even the smallest spark, can light the way when 
someone’s world feels dark. 

Mental Health Awareness Week  

I was told of one Year 7 student who had put a basket of food outside their house asking 
people to add things or take things depending on what they could do, as part of a 
Humanities project about passing on kindness – what a fantastic idea!  

Finally I would like to wish you all a relaxing and safe half-term. 

Kind regards 

 

Dr C Cusick 
Head of School 
 



Student Name:  ……………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Tutor Group:  ……………………………. 
 
 
  
 
I consent to my child …………………………………….………………………………… (name) 
wearing a face mask in school at Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form, and confirm 
that I have discussed the guidance for the safe use and disposal of face coverings with my 
child and that they understand this guidance.  
 
I accept that Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form (the school) does not accept any 
liability if my child does not use and dispose of their face covering safely.  
  
 
 
Signed:   ……………………………………………………………. (parent /carer) 
 
 
Date:     …………………………………. 
  
 



Notley High School &
Braintree Sixth Form

  
Term Dates 2019-2020

Autumn Term 2019
Monday 2 September -                  

Friday 20 December 
Half Term

Monday 28 October -
Friday 1 November

Spring Term 2020
Monday 6 January -

Friday 3 April
Half Term

Monday 17 February -
Friday 21 February

Summer Term 2020
Monday 20 April - 
Monday 20 July

Half Term
Monday 25 May -

Friday 29 May
May Bank Holiday - Friday 8 May

Staff Training Days
Monday 2 September 2019

Wednesday 27 November 2019
Friday 6 December 2019
Friday 31 January 2020
Tuesday 23 June 2020
Monday 20 July 2020

  
Term Dates 2020-2021

Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 2 September -                  

Friday 18 December 
Half Term

Monday 26 October -
Friday 30 October

Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January -

Friday 26 March
Half Term

Monday 15 February -
Friday 19 February

Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April - 

Wednesday  21 July
Half Term

Monday 31 May -
Friday 4 June

May Bank Holiday - Monday 3 
May

Staff Training Days 
Wednesday 2 September 2020

Friday 27 November 2020
Monday 30 November 2020

Monday 4 January 2021
Monday 28 June 2021

Vaccinations 
 
Due to the current situation, the Year 8 and 9 vaccination programme has been 
put on hold.  As soon as the Immunisation Team have an update on how they can 
safely continue with the vaccinations, we will share that information with you. 

Year 11 Students – Hoodies
 
A reminder that if your child would like their name to appear on the Year 11 hoodie, 
we must receive their permission. Students can give their permission (or tell us that 
they do not want their name on the hoodie) by completing the short survey here: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=pGSzkutqF0WtMGeWgmb4 
JuykaV26HR9Kj-BZqMmnwdpUREo4SjYwMzVBT0hYME9SRjdMWENHSktWMC4u 

If we do not hear from your child by Friday 19 June 2020, we will assume that they 
do not give permission for their name to appear on the hoodie. 

Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service (ECFWS)
 
Please find attached, edition 7 of the ECFWS weekly bulletin, an interactive resource 
aimed to support schools and families throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Chelmsford College
 
Chelmsford College will be running a series of online virtual curriculum showcase 
events.  Information about the events can be found online - https://www.
chelmsford.ac.uk/ courses/showcase-information-events.asp
 

Year 11 Students

Just a reminder for Year 11 students looking for apprenticeships, there are vacancies 
being advertised on the government website www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship.  
There are many opportunities currently available in Braintree, Chelmsford and 
Colchester, including childcare, motor vehicle technicians, carpentry and teaching 
assistants.

Message for Year 11 from Colchester Institute: Preparing for Study at Colchester 
Institute

During this uncertain time, we are working hard to make the transition from school 
to college as smooth as it can possibly be.  We are pleased to confirm that we 
have prepared and distributed, via email, a range of resources to all students that 
have made an application to study with us this September 2020.  The resources are 
available to view online, please see the link below.  These resources are optional but 
highly recommended, and are designed to get students thinking about their chosen 
subject area, and to hopefully give them a head start for September!
We have picked mostly resources and activities available on-line and we have some 
suggestions too of other resources in the ‘Going Further’ section.
www.colchester.ac.uk/colchester-institute-information   As always, if you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to get in touch
SchoolsLiaison@colchester.ac.uk

  Saturday 23 May 2020 
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http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
http://www.colchester.ac.uk/colchester-institute-information 
http://SchoolsLiaison@colchester.ac.uk 


 

Weekly Schools Bulletin 

A resource to support schools and families throughout the COVID-19 pandemic 

 
Audience:  Essex Schools 
Author:  Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service 
Issue:   7 
Date:               18 May 2020 
 
Your ECFWS Healthy Schools and Public Health Team are coordinating family friendly activities, advice 
and guidance for teachers and parents covering themes outlined within national guidance on Personal 
Social Health and Economic (PSHE) education. We will be sharing these in the coming weeks on our 
Facebook pages, which can be found via our website. These resources are easily adaptable at home, 
school or in ‘virtual’ classrooms. Teachers and parents are encouraged to visit our COVID-19 Pandemic 
Resource Hub for support and guidance during this time. We urge you to share this bulletin with your 
whole school community. 
 
PSHE activities (Ideas to support emotional and physical health) 
 

Title: Mental Health Awareness Week 

Content: Mental Health Awareness week runs from 18th-24th May and this year the theme is 
kindness. Being Kind can have a positive impact on mental health. It helps to reduce stress 
and improve your emotional wellbeing. ELSA Support has a great resource for all children 
and young people on kindness to yourself with their 5 day challenge! 

 

Title: Acts of Kindness  

Content: Being Kind is a great way to boost wellbeing for you, your family or friends. The Mental 
Health Foundation has some great ideas on how you can get involved in spreading 
Random Acts of Kindness! 

 
Weekly Schools PSHE Challenge 
Each week we will be setting schools a challenge linked to themes within your PSHE programme to 
support wellbeing. Each challenge will be delivered as a question we want your pupils to consider and 
answer using a range of different ways eg. Podcast, poster, artwork, story, comic strip, newspaper report, 
mind map or power point presentation by school pupils. Teachers, parents, siblings and friends may 
provide support with this; alternatively the challenge can be completed independently. We are 
encouraging you to share with us the work being done so we can celebrate the amazing things you are 
doing to support pupil wellbeing at this time. 
 

Topic Mental Health Awareness week- Kindness 

Question How can you be kind to yourself and others this week? 
 

Activity Do an activity that will support someone else to feel happier  
 

Learning 
Objective 

To learn about the different ways we can support ourselves and others to have good 
mental health 

Learning To identify the benefits of helping others and why it is important. 

https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/covid-19-pandemic-resource-hub/
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/covid-19-pandemic-resource-hub/
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/good-mental-health-awareness-week-kindness-to-yourself/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus/random-acts-kindness
mailto:vcl.EssexPublicHealthandHealthySchools@nhs.net


 

Outcome  

Resources 
Primary 

Activities to encourage kindness and develop resilience  
Power of Kindess calendar 
Key stage 1 resource pack 
Key stage 2 resource pack 

Resources  
Secondary 

Activities to encourage kindness 
How to support others during coronavirus (Key stage 4) 

  
 

 
Did you know… 
 
ECFWS will be contacting all students in Year 9 from 24 May 2020. We would like your help in 
sharing the below message with parents of young people in this cohort. Thank You! 
Do you have a young person who is in Year 9 (Aged 13/14)? 
If so, within the summer term, a member of the Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service will be in 
contact with you. Together we will discuss how we can support your young person in starting to take 
responsibility for their own health and wellbeing, and anything we can do to support you as a family. As 
part of this, we will be asking to speak to your 13/14 year old directly to share any appropriate health 
information and ask if there is anything we can do to support them. If you have any further questions, then 
please contact your local Healthy Family Team. 
 
The Children and Young People Now Awards 2020 close on 26th June.  For more information and to 
nominate anyone that you feel has made a positive impact to the lives of children and young people Click 
here. 
 
Do you need support regarding a particular child or young person? 
Your School Nurse is available to support you with the Health and Wellbeing needs of any child, young 
person or family you may have concerns about. Please contact your local team for further information: 
 
Mid Essex  Tel: 0300 247 0014  
North Essex  Tel: 0300 247 0015  
South Essex  Tel: 0300 247 0013  
West Essex  Tel: 0300 247 0122 
 
 
CHAT Health: Our texting service remains active and is well-resourced with highly skilled School Nurses. 
Young people have the opportunity to contact us directly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Checkout our website and search engine for services local to schools and your communities: 
 
www.essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk 
 
 

 

https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/teaching-resources/kindness-resource-list?q=&Category=primary
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/teaching-resources/kindness-calendar
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2545887-ks1-twinkl-kindness-week-resource-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-t-1142-ks2-twinkl-kindness-week-resource-pack
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/teaching-resources/kindness-calendar
https://www.themix.org.uk/work-and-study/volunteering/how-to-help-others-during-the-corona-crisis-35913.html
https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/contact-us/
https://copella-admin.mabdev.co.uk/media/25186/cyp_awards_2020_entrykit_8pp.pd
https://copella-admin.mabdev.co.uk/media/25186/cyp_awards_2020_entrykit_8pp.pd
http://www.essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/
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