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Dates for your Diary 

Wednesday 26 
February

Years 8, 9 and 12 - Theatre Trip, 
Les Miserables, London

4.30pm - 
11.30pm

Thursday 27 February Paris Trip Information Evening for Parents/
Carers, Braintree Arts Theatre

6pm - 7pm

Friday 28 February Year 8 Gurdwara Karamsar Trip, Ilford 9am - 3pm

Sunday 1 March Year 12 Model United Nations Conference,
Felsted School

9.30am - 4pm

Monday 2 March Year 12 Model United Nations Conference,
Felsted School

8.30am - 4pm

 Ready Respectful & Safe 

As I am sure you are aware, we launched our values-
based expectations in September 2019, in response 
to student, staff and parental surveys. We wished 
to convey to all our students the importance of 
being respectful, being ready to learn, and  keeping 
themselves and others safe in school and online. 

This week in assemblies, students were asked to 
consider how safe they are online as it was Safer 
Internet Day on Tuesday 11 February 2020. They 
were also reminded of the importance of wearing correct uniform and having the 
necessary equipment so that they are ready to learn. The media repeatedly focuses 
on how distracting mobile phones are for students in school and that is why we 
ask students to keep them switched off and out of sight from 8:40am until 3:15pm. 
Mobile phones that are seen will be confiscated and returned at the end of the day. 
However, if students have their phones confiscated on three occasions, parents/
carers will have to make an appointment to come and collect the phones. 

Thank you for your continued support.
  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Year 12 Year 13 Mixed year groups

  
Term Dates 2019-2020

Autumn Term 2019
Monday 2 September -                  

Friday 20 December 
Half Term

Monday 28 October -
Friday 1 November

Spring Term 2020
Monday 6 January -

Friday 3 April
Half Term

Monday 17 February -
Friday 21 February

Summer Term 2020
Monday 20 April - 
Monday 20 July

Half Term
Monday 25 May -

Friday 29 May
May Bank Holiday - Friday 8 May

Staff Training Days
Monday 2 September 2019

Wednesday 27 November 2019
Friday 6 December 2019
Friday 31 January 2020
Tuesday 23 June 2020
Monday 20 July 2020

  
Term Dates 2020-2021

Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 2 September -                  

Friday 18 December 
Half Term

Monday 26 October -
Friday 30 October

Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January -

Friday 26 March
Half Term

Monday 15 February -
Friday 19 February

Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April - 

Wednesday  21 July
Half Term

Monday 31 May -
Friday 4 June

May Bank Holiday - Monday 3 
May

Staff Training Days TBA

Sport Fixtures 
Monday 24 February 2020 - Friday 28 February 2020

Tuesday 25 February 3.30pm - 5.30pm Under 14 District Netball - The Helena 
Romanes School & Sixth Form Centre

Wednesday 26 February 8am - 5pm Year 7 Junior NBA - Inspire, Ipswich

Wednesday 26 February 3.30pm - 5.30pm Under 15 District Netball - The Helena 
Romanes School & Sixth Form Centre



Letters home this week - Monday 10 February  2020 to Friday 14 Febrtuary 2020

https://www.notleyhigh.com/letters-home-archive/item/football-development-tour-dortmund-2021

Children’s Reading Books

In order to support the development of reading and literature in our Trust’s primary and infant schools, we would be 
very grateful to receive any children’s reading books that you no longer need at home.  These books would benefit 
primary and infant students across the Trust enormously.  If you are able to donate any books, please can you send 
them in to our Campus Reception.  Thank you in advance for your help.

Year 8 trip to a Sikh Gurdwara on Friday 28 February 2020

Year 8 students attending the trip to the Sikh Gurdwara should come to school at their usual time and go to tutor 
time. We will be leaving school after tutor time and we will return at approximately 3pm to enable students to take 
their usual transport home. Normal school uniform must be worn. All students must take with them a head covering 
which will be worn inside the Gurdwara out of respect – this can be a light scarf for girls or a bandana for boys, but 
must not be a cap or a hat. Students will need a snack and a bottle of water only, as a small lunch will be prepared 
for them at theGurdwara. Please inform us of any food allergies in advance. 

VPN - What’s that and why is it important?

A virtual private network (VPN) gives you online privacy and anonymity by creating a private network from a public 
internet connection. For example, this means you can bank securely. VPNs are not difficult to install and use, and 
there are many apps that can offer this service. Like many things, VPNs can be used for good...and not so good.

We are aware of reports that younger children are circumnavigating their parental controls via VPNs. There are 
VPN apps that can be downloaded that allow children to have a virtual private network. This allows them to 
access adult sites and due to the fact that the VPN can make it look like you are in another time zone they can be 
accessed at any time of the day. This includes children accessing a site called Porn Hub this way. When children 
have been questioned as to how they found out about VPNs they have said it is either by word of mouth from their 
peers or it has popped up whilst watching YouTube.

The following resource gives advice on all matters related to digital use for parents and carers:

Digital Parenting Magazine
https://cdn.flipsnack.com/widget/v2/widget.html?hash=fh90zaf97

Students Phoning Home

Students should not be contacting home during the school day on their mobile phones, as they are not permitted 
to use phones during the school day. If they do, they will have their phones confiscated for the rest of the day. If 
students need to contact home, they must go to Student Services, who will arrange for them to contact home if 
necessary. Any urgent issues or messages to do with students should be communicated via Reception, who can 
direct these to the most appropriate person. If students are ill and need to be sent home, a first aider will contact 
home and advise parents/carers.

Parents/carers are reminded that they should not come to school to collect their children without letting us know 
in advance. If this happens and a child tries to sign out of school, we have no way of knowing whether or not this is 
a legitimate request. If a child leaves and we do not know that they have done so with a parent or carer, staff will 
look for the child as a safeguarding concern. This is not an effective use of staff time and can be very worrying for 
both staff and parents and carers. We appreciate your co-operation in this matter.

If parents/carers have any concerns, the following procedure is in place:-

Contact 1:  Tutor – via email or telephone call via Student Services 01376 556300

Contact 2:  Student Support Officers – via email or telephone call via Student Services 01376 556300

Contact 3:  Head of House – via email or telephone call via Student Services 01376 556300

We will aim to respond to contact from parents/carers within 2 school days in the first instance.
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CAREERS BULLETIN 
 
THE WORLD OF WORK – HOW PARENTS/CARERS CAN HELP 
 
As a parent/carer, you have a leading role when your child is making decisions about their 
career.  That is why it is important to be prepared and feel confident when they come to you 
for advice.  Talking to your child about careers is important, not only when they are making 
big decisions, such as subject choices and what to do when they leave school, but also 
throughout their school lives and beyond.  

Research tells us that parents/carers are by far and away the biggest influence on children’s 
careers decisions, therefore it is important you talk to them.  Things may have changed since 
you were in their shoes. Exams and subjects may be different and the world of work has 
changed forever. This bulletin will therefore focus on Labour Market Information (LMI), how to 
find it and how to use it. 

LEARNING FROM CAREERS AND LABOUR MARKET INFORMATION 
 
Understanding Labour Market Information (LMI) is becoming more and more important as the 
world changes, so that all students can be aware of where different job roles are needed 
around the country and what types of jobs may need more people in the future.   

The term ‘labour market’ is used to refer to the interactions between those in need of labour 
(such as employers), and those who can supply labour (such as employees). The labour 
market is in a constant state of change as it responds to the needs of employers, who in turn 
respond to influences in the wider environment. Many things can affect the labour market. For 
example, the closure or opening of a single company can have a huge impact at local level. 

By knowing and understanding the current labour market, people are more likely to be able 
to: 

• make informed choices about choosing an occupation; 
• identify the best sources of training and education; 
• check out trends in a particular sector or geographical area; 
• conduct a focused job search. 

LMI means finding out the following things about different job roles or career pathways: 

• What do people actually do in this job/industry? 
• How many people work in this job/industry? 
• How much do people get paid in this job/industry? 
• What qualifications do I need to do this job? 
• What skills or qualities do I need to do this job? 
• What are the typical working hours for this job? 
• What percentage of men/women work in this job/industry? 
• Where can this job/industry take me in the future? 
• Where are these jobs located around the country? 
• How many of these jobs will there be in the future? 
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A GREAT SOURCES OF INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE CAREEROMETER 
 

https://www.notleyhigh.com/careers/labour-market-information-lmi 

The tool enables you to compare the average wages 
and working hours of jobs in England.  Simply type in 
the first career that you think you might be interested 
in and select from the drop-down list, then add your 
second and third choices to see the comparison.  This 
information provides a great starting point for 
discussions around careers.   

 

Following on from this, try visiting the following websites for more information: 

ICOULD.COM 
 
icould.com is a website which uses the power of personal stories to inform 
and inspire young people’s career choices.  As part of the Education and 
Employers charity, it draws links between school subjects and jobs, encouraging young people 
to discover opportunities they may not have known about before.  The site features over 1000 
videos of real people talking about their careers – explaining their job role, career path and 
how different factors have shaped their choices.  Videos can be filtered by job type or subject 
and cover a range of sectors and levels.  Each video is matched with hard data – such as 
salary, qualifications and future employment – bringing together first-hand insight with 
practical next steps. 

GRADUATE MARKET TRENDS 
 
https://www.highfliers.co.uk/download/2020/graduate_market/GM20Report.pdf 

Graduate Market Trends (GMT) is a quarterly review of the graduate 
labour market and research into higher education and graduate 
employment issues.   

CAREERS BOX 
 
http://www.careersbox.co.uk/ 
Careersbox is a free online library of careers related film, news and 
information.  

 
THE NATIONAL CAREERS WEBSITE 
 
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/ 
 

https://www.notleyhigh.com/careers/labour-market-information-lmi
https://www.highfliers.co.uk/download/2020/graduate_market/GM20Report.pdf
http://www.careersbox.co.uk/
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
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The National Careers Service is available for anyone aged 13+ providing advice and 

information on a range of topics including careers, education, 
employment and training/apprenticeships.  Your child can 
complete a free Skills Health Check test through the website 
which will suggest specific job sectors they may be suited to, 
based on their skills and strengths. They can also research their 
career ideas using the job profile. 

The National Careers Service free helpline – 0800 100 900 - is 
open from 8am to 10pm every day and they welcome 
parents/carers to get in touch with their trained advisers, to ask 
any questions they may have about their child’s education or 
career opportunities. 
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Notley Road, Braintree, CM7 1WY

Pantoloons

Present: 

Cinderella

Tue 18th - Sat 22nd

February 
7.30pm & 3pm

100% Simon 

Brodkin

Fri 28th February 

7.30pm

The Searchers 

& Hollies 

Experience

Sat 29th February
7.30pm

Forever in Blue 

Jeans

Fri 6th March
7.30pm

Bon Jovi 

Forever

Sat 7th March 
7.30pm

Dire Streets

Fri 13th March 

7.30pm
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